
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2023; 5:00 PM

CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS

I. Call to Order

II. Secretary's Report

A. Consideration of the August 8, 2023 meeting minutes. 

III. Communications

A. Downtown Davenport Architectural Walking Tour

B. 2023 Porch Party

IV. Old Business

V. New Business

A. Case COA23-26: Request to reconstruct the front stoop at 613 West 6th Street.
Isaac and Mary Farber House is located in the Local Hamburg Historic District. Lenny
DeSantiago, petitioner. [Ward 3] 

B. Case COA23-27: Request to tuckpoint and repair masonry at 301 East 2nd Street.
The Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building is a locally listed historic landmark
in the Davenport Motor Row and Industrial Historic District. Peterson HTC LLC,
petitioner. [Ward 3]

C. Case COA23-28: Request to relocate ADA ramp into building, add building signage
and improve the overall street presence at the Davenport Public Library, 321 Main
Street. The Davenport Public Library - Edward Durell Stone Building is a locally listed
historic landmark in the Davenport Commercial Historic District. Legat Architects on
behalf of the Davenport Library, petitioner. [Ward 3]

VI. Other Business

A. Review of Commission Bylaws

VII. Open Forum for Comment

VIII. Adjourn

IX. Next Commission Meeting: October 10, 2023



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
Consideration of the August 8, 2023 meeting minutes. 

Recommendation:
Staff recommend approval of the August 8, 2023 meeting minutes. 

Background:
The August 8, 2023 meeting minutes are attached. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Meeting Minutes 8-8-23

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 8/16/2023 - 8:25 AM



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2023; 5:00 PM 
 

CITY HALL | 226 WEST 4TH STREET | COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Chairperson McGivern called the meeting to order.  
Present: McGivern, Franken, Miranda, Hustedde, Powers, Kretz 
Staff Present: Berkley, Werderitch  
 

II. Secretary's Report 
 

A. Consideration of the July 11, 2023 meeting minutes. 
 

Motion by Franken, second by Hustedde, to approve the July 11, 2023 meeting minutes.  
Minutes were unanimously approved by voice vote (6-0). 

 
III. Communications 

 
A. Party in the Park 

 
B. Downtown Davenport Architectural Walking Tour 

 
C. Porch Party 

 
Jan Stoffer, Director of Operations & Administration for the Butterworth Center/Deere-
Wiman House, invited the Commissioners and the public to the 2023 Porch Party in 
Moline, IL.  

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. New Business 

 
A. Case COA23-24: Restoration of the gazebo at 1234 East River Drive. The Abner Davison 

House is a locally listed historic landmark. Quad City Restorations, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Werderitch introduced the scope of the project and outlined the staff report. The owner 
is requesting permission to completely restore and reconstruct the Victorian gazebo 
overlooking the Mississippi River.  
 
Chris Rogers, applicant, was in attendance to answer questions.  
 
Staff recommended approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness to restore the gazebo 
at 1234 East River Drive in accordance with the submitted material. 



 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060C of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following 
standards: 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of 
changes necessary to maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, 
thereby minimizing the impact of the proposed alteration. 

2. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather 
than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the 
new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture and other visual 
qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall 
be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

 
Motion by Franken, second by Kretz, to approve Case COA23-24 as submitted.  Motion 
to approve passed by a roll call vote (6-0). 
 

B. Case COA23-25: Removal of rooftop cellular equipment at 102 East 3rd Street. Hotel 
Mississippi is a locally listed historic landmark within the Davenport Commercial Historic 
District. QualTek Wireless, petitioner. [Ward 3] 
 
Werderitch summarized the request to remove the rooftop cellular equipment. 
Following removal, the applicant will install a new roof to keep the property in a good 
state of repair.  
 
Theodore Drevecky, QualTek Wireless, was in attendance to answer questions.  
 
Staff recommended approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness to remove rooftop 
cellular equipment at 102 East 3rd Street in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 
14.01.060C of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following 
standards: 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of 
changes necessary to maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, 
thereby minimizing the impact of the proposed alteration. 

 
Motion by Hustedde, second by Kretz, to approve Case COA23-25 as submitted.  Motion 
to approve passed by a roll call vote (6-0). 

 
VI. Other Business  

 
A. Review of Commission Bylaws 

 
Staff distributed copies of draft Commission Bylaws for review and discussion. The draft 
was amended to reflect comments made at the June Historic Preservation Commission 
meeting.  
 
Commissioners favored removing the option to vote “Present” in the Bylaws.  



 
The Commission reviewed the revised election procedures and concurred with the 
amended language. The Commission agreed nominations should take place at the first 
meeting of the calendar year, with a vote at the second meeting of the calendar year. 
The Commission also expressed interest on term limits for Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson.  

 
Staff will provide an amended draft for the September 12, 2023 meeting.  

 
VII. Open Forum for Comment 

 
VIII. Adjourn 
 

Motion by Powers, second by Hustedde, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed by a voice vote 
(6-0). The meeting adjourned at 5:36 pm.  

 
IX. Next Commission Meeting: September 12, 2023 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
Downtown Davenport Architectural Walking Tour

Recommendation:
Hold Discussion. 

Background:
The Heart of Downtown Davenport: Architectural Styles and Stories
 
Join architectural historian and guide, Ellen Shapley, for this informative and fun tour. Meet and
greet the old, the new, and the rehabbed on a walkabout through this outdoor gallery of
architectural designs. Learn about the two centuries of artistic and historical trends that influenced
the local and world-renowned architects who shaped our cities and our sense of place. And, finally,
be amazed at all the creative details you've probably never noticed.
This event will start at The Library | Main. Please meet inside the building near the hold shelf. The
walking tour will run for about 1 hour and 30 minutes. Please wear appropriate attire: comfortable
shoes and clothing. Tours are free to the public. Register online at: https://davenportlibrary.libcal.com. 
 
This program is offered in partnership with the Richardson-Sloane Special Collections Center of
the Davenport Public Library and the City of Davenport's Historic Preservation Commission.
 
Date & Time:

1. Saturday, July 15th: 10am-11:30am
2. Monday, August 7th: 6pm-7:30pm
3. Monday, September 11th: 6pm-7:30pm
4. Saturday, October 21st: 10am-11:30am

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material Heart of Downtown Davenport Walking Tour Flyer

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 8/15/2023 - 9:21 AM



WALKING TOUR

Join architectural historian and guide, Ellen Shapley, for this informative and 
fun tour. Meet and greet the old, the new, and the rehabbed on a walkabout 
through this outdoor gallery of architectural designs. Learn about the two 
centuries of artistic and historical trends that influenced the local and world-
renowned architects who shaped our cities and our sense of place. And, 
finally, be amazed at all the creative details you've probably never noticed.

This event will start at The Library | Main. The walking tour will run for about 
1.5 hours. Please wear appropriate attire: comfortable shoes and clothing. 
Tours are FREE to the public. All are welcome!

THE HEART OF 
DOWNTOWN DAVENPORT:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES & STORIES

Saturday, July 15th | 10am
Monday, August 7th | 6pm

Monday, September 11th | 6pm
Saturday, October 21st | 10am

Register online at: https://davenportlibrary.libcal.com
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Presented By:



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
2023 Porch Party

Recommendation:
Hold Discussion.

Background:
The Butterworth Center & Deere-Wiman House is hosting its annual Porch Party on Sunday,
September 17th from noon to 5pm. The event will be held at 1105 8th Street, Moline, IL. 
 
The Porch Party is a fun, free event celebrating arts & culture in the Quad Cities community.
There will be food trucks, live music, a tunnel tour, preservation talks, and more. 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Porch Party Flyer

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 8/15/2023 - 9:21 AM



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH 
N O O N  -  5 P M Join us for a fun, free event celebrating

arts & culture in the Quad Cities
community!  We'll have food trucks, live
music, a tunnel tour, preservation talks,
and more!

B U T T E R W O R T H  C E N T E R  &  D E E R E - W I M A N  H O U S E

1 1 0 5  8 T H  S T R E E T ,  M O L I N E ,  I L L I N O I S

Call 309-743-2700 or follow us on social media for more info



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
Case COA23-26: Request to reconstruct the front stoop at 613 West 6th Street. Isaac and Mary
Farber House is located in the Local Hamburg Historic District. Lenny DeSantiago, petitioner.
[Ward 3] 

Recommendation:
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to reconstruct the front
stoop at 613 West 6th Street in accordance with the submitted material. 
 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060C
and D of the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards:

Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration.
Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial
evidence.

Background:
The Isaac and Mary Farber House is listed as a contributing structure within the revised boundary
for the Hamburg Historic District. The structure was built around 1868 as a one-story brick
home. The second floor addition was completed in 1921, which created two additional dwelling units.
The stucco addition sits atop the brick base and features a gable roof and dormer.  It is unclear when
the masonry was painted. By 1950, the house was further remodeled to create a total of seven
apartment units. 
 
Project Scope
The applicant submitted a quote from R.A. Masonry to reconstruct the front stoop and stairs. The
work includes the following scope of services:

1. Dig below frost line for footings.
2. Compact gravel.
3. Pour footing.
4. Install 8 inch concrete masonry units on inside as main structure.
5. Install new brick to match existing dimensions minus final height. The final height will match

the stone threshold at front door.
6. Pour concrete 4400 psi pad and stair stops to match original dimensions.
7. Wash with nmd80 masonry detergent.
8. Refurbish and reinstall existing railings.
9. Reinstall utility meters on the west face of the stoop.

10. Clean up and haul away any debris, rubble, and waste.
11. Construct a concrete sidewalk from stoop to city sidewalk. 



12. Demo and pour sidewalk to match current dimensions and radius. Sidewalk to have a broom
finish. 

 
Staff view the project as replacement-in-kind, which is defined in the Historic Preservation Ordinance
as, "the act of replacing an architectural feature of a designated structure so as not to alter its visual
appearance and character. This is accomplished by using replacement materials that replicate the
previous historic feature in design, size, texture and visual appearance."
 
Reconstructing the porch using replacement brick and newly poured concrete steps will replicate the
historic appearance of the original stoop with like materials. The replacement brick and concrete steps
will recreate the original in design, size, texture, and other visual qualities. In addition, the existing stoop
appears to be a safety hazard to the residents. The newly constructed stoop will satisfy building code
and bring the property into a good state of repair. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Background Materials & Photos
Backup Material Historic Property Inventory Sheet

Backup Material Historic Preservation Ordinance-Review
Standards

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
Community Planning &
Economic Development Berkley, Laura Approved 8/22/2023 - 4:38 PM
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Photo from 1981/1982 SurveySouth ElevationNortheast Elevation

• Built in 1868 as a 1-story brick home
• 1921: 2nd story addition. Home was 

converted to a 3-unit dwelling.
• 1945: Converted into 5 apartments
• 1950: Remodeled to 7 apartments





Utility Meters Located 
on West Side of the 
Front Stoop.



Iowa Site Inventory Form State Inventory Number: 82-00552       New   Supplemental 
State Historic Preservation Office  9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number:       
(July 2014)   Non-extant     Year:       
 

Read the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions carefully, to ensure accuracy and completeness before 
completing this form. The instructions are available on our website: http://www.iowahistory.org/historic-
preservation/statewide-inventory-and-collections/iowa-site-inventory-form.html    
 

 Property Name 

A) Historic name:     Isaac and Mary Farber House  

B) Other names:      Field site #A-25, NRHP Map #038  

 Location 

A) Street address:   613 W 6th St  

B) City or town:  Davenport   (   Vicinity)    County:  Scott    

C) Legal description:   

Rural: Township Name:        Township No.:       Range No.:       Section:       Quarter:      of Quarter:     

Urban: Subdivision:   Original Town      Block(s):    29      Lot(s):     6     

 Classification 
A) Property category: Check only one B) Number of resources (within property):                                               
   Building(s) If eligible property, enter number of:  If non-eligible property, 
   District     Contributing    Noncontributing  enter number of:  
   Site 1 Buildings            Buildings 
   Structure    Sites       Sites 
   Object    Structures       Structures 
     Objects       Objects 
 1  Total         Total 
 

C) For properties listed in the National Register: 
National Register status:  Listed   De-listed   NHL   NPS DOE 
 

D) For properties within a historic district: 
 Property contributes to a National Register or local certified historic district.  
 Property contributes to a potential historic district, based on professional historic/architectural survey and evaluation. 
 Property does not contribute to the historic district in which it is located. 

 

Historic district name: Hamburg Historic District      Historic district site inventory number:   82-00027     
 

E) Name of related project report or multiple property study, if applicable: 
MPD title Historical Architectural Data Base # 
                                  
 

 Function or Use Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Historic functions B) Current functions  
 
  01A01:  Domestic / residence     01A01:  Domestic / residence  
 
         
 
     
 

 Description Enter categories (codes and terms) from the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions 

A) Architectural classification B) Materials 
 
  07E02: Craftsman  Foundation (visible exterior):   03: Brick  
 
    Walls (visible exterior):  03: Brick   06: Stucco  
 
    Roof:   08A:  Asphalt shingles  
 
    Other:     
 
C) Narrative description  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 



Site Number:  82-00552      Address:   613 W 6th St      City: Davenport   County:  Scott   District Number: 82-00027 
 

 Statement of Significance 
A) Applicable National Register Criteria: Mark your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria 
Criterion A: Property is associated with significant events.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion B: Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion C: Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.  Yes  No  More research recommended 
Criterion D: Property yields significant information in archaeology/history.   Yes  No  More research recommended 
 

B) Special criteria considerations: Mark any special considerations; leave blank if none 
 A: Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
 B: Removed from its original location. 
 C: A birthplace or grave.  
 D: A cemetery  

 E: A reconstructed building, object, or structure.  
 F: A commemorative property. 
 G: Property less than 50 years of page or 

  achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
 

C) Areas of significance  D) Period(s) of significance 
Enter categories from instructions  
  Community development / Social history      
 

  Architecture       
 

E) Significant dates  F) Significant person 
Construction date  Complete if Criterion B is marked above 

  c. 1868      check if circa or estimated date      
Other dates, including renovations  
  c. 1921       
 

G) Cultural affiliation  H) Architect/Builder 
Complete if Criterion D is marked above  Architect 
           
   Builder/contractor 
        
 

I) Narrative statement of significance  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED 
 

 Bibliography  See continuation sheets for the list of research sources used in preparing this form 

 Geographic Data Optional UTM references  See continuation sheet for additional UTM or comments 
 Zone Easting Northing NAD  Zone  Easting Northing  NAD 
1                       2                        

3                       4                        
 

 Form Preparation 
Name and Title:     Ryan Rusnak, Planner III  Date:  September 29, 2016    
Organization/firm:   Davenport Historic Preservation Commission    E-mail:    rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us  
Street address:   City Hall, 226 W. 4th Street Telephone:  563-888-2022  
City or Town:    Davenport State:   Iowa   Zip code:  52801  
 

 ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION Submit the following items with the completed form 
A) For all properties, attach the following, as specified in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions: 

1. Map of property’s location within the community.  
2. Glossy color 4x6 photos labeled on back with property/building name, address, date taken, view shown, and 
unique photo number. 
3. Photo key showing each photo number on a map and/or floor plan, using arrows next top each photo 
number to indicate the location and directional view of each photograph. 
4. Site plan of buildings/structures on site, identifying boundaries, public roads, and building/structure footprints. 

B) For State Historic Tax Credit Part 1 Applications, historic districts and farmsteads, and barns:  
See lists of special requirements and attachments in the Iowa Site Inventory Form Instructions. 

 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
The SHPO has reviewed the Site Inventory and concurs with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility: 
   Yes   No   More research recommended 

   This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHPO authorized signature:     Date:   



Iowa Site Inventory Form Site Number:    82-00552  
State Historic Preservation Office Related District Number:   82-00027  
Continuation Sheet 
 
Page 1   
 
  Isaac and Mary Farber House  Scott  
Name of Property County  

  613 W 6th St  Davenport  
Address City 
   
 
This Iowa Site Inventory form has been prepared to supplement and document research for the 
amended Hamburg Historic District nomination project.  Research was completed in 2014-16 by Ryan 
Rusnak, Rebecca Lawin McCarley, interns with the City of Davenport, and members of the Davenport 
Historic Preservation Commission.  Research was reviewed by Rebecca Lawin McCarley and 
incorporated into the amended nomination with the information on the table below.  The table below 
summarizes the research and architectural notes for this property.  Additional information and final 
determinations of eligibility may also be found in the amended NRHP nomination (McCarley 2016). This 
project was funded by a FY2015 Historic Resource Development Program grant, through the State 
Historical Society of Iowa, with matching funds and staff hours contributed by the City of Davenport. 
 
 
Address 

State #, Map #, FS # 

2016 district status 

1983 district status 

Historic Name significant date/s 

architectural style/type 

Materials of walls, foundations, 
roof 

History of property (owners/residents, census data including 
birthplace of self (and parents), Sanborn map info), Current use 

Architectural data (architect/builder, 
features, modifications), Garage data 

613 W 6th St 
 

State #82-00552 
 
Map #038 
Field Site #A-25 
Parcel #G0052-14 
 
Updated district status:  

1 contributing building 
(A, C) 

 
1983 NRHP status: 

Contributing  

Isaac and Mary Farber House c.1921 (c.1868 base) 
Craftsman (2 story) 

Walls: brick/frame - stucco 
Foundation: brick 
Roof: side gable - asphalt shingles 

1868-1904 - one-story brick house of Otto Albrecht (cigar manufacturer) - 
wife Sophia in 1870s   

1880 census: Albrecht, Otto (53, tobacco dealer) - born in Germany - 
Holstein (Germany - Holstein, Germany - Holstein); wife: Sophia (43) - 
born in Germany - Mecklenberg (Germany - Mecklenberg, Germany - 
Mecklenberg)   

1904-1924 - owned by Emma Hartz et al - vacant in 1921; 1921 - permit to 
remodel issued to Isaac Farber - second story added, first story 
remodeled; 1920s - three families living here   

1910 Sanborn map: house - 1 story - extant   
1910 census: rented by Walker, Robert (47, agent for cigar co) - born in US 

- KY (US - KY, US - KY); wife: Gertrude (36) - born in US - IA (Ireland, 
Ireland)   

1924-1938 - owned by Isaac and Mary Farber - lived in upper unit - rented 
two lower units   

1938-1960s - owned by Alex Berge - rental - five units by 1945, seven units 
in 1950   

1956 Sanborn map: flats (apartment) (6 units) - 2 story - extant   
Current use: apartments (7 units) 

Architect/builder: - 
Porch: entry hood - gable roof, rafter 
tails, brackets; concrete steps with 
brick walls 

Windows: 4/1 wood windows - no lintel 
detail 

Architectural details: some older 
segmental arch openings remain/filled, 
brick walls on basement/1st story, 
stucco on second story 

Modifications: Historic: c.1921 - second 
story added to house, first story 
openings modified to Craftsman 
style/windows, converted to three 
family dwelling; Non-historic:  1950 - 
remodeled from six to seven 
apartments 

Garage: none 
Other site features: - 

 
Narrative Description 
 
This is a two-story Craftsman house built around 1868 for Otto Albrecht and modified by Isaac Farber c. 
1921.  The combination brick/stucco house sits on a brick foundation.  The side gable roof is clad in 
asphalt shingles.  The house features some older segmental arch opening, brick walls on the first and 
basement floor and stucco on the second floor.  The house was previously noted as contributing in the 
original Hamburg Historic District in 1983. 
 
The façade is the north elevation of the house, facing West 6th Street.  The non-historic entry is 
accessed from concrete steps with brick wall, which is covered with a gable roof entry hood containing 
rafter tails.  The north elevation contains a grouping of two four-over-one light double-hung wood 
windows and one grouping of two – one four-over-one light and one one-over-one light – double-hung 
wood windows on the first floor.  The north elevation also contains a grouping of two four-over-one light 



Iowa Site Inventory Form Site Number:    82-00552  
State Historic Preservation Office Related District Number:   82-00027  
Continuation Sheet 
 
Page 2   
 
  Isaac and Mary Farber House  Scott  
Name of Property County  

  613 W 6th St  Davenport  
Address City 
   
 
double-hung wood windows and two groupings of two one-over-one light double-hung wood windows 
on the second floor and a grouping of two one-over-one light double-hung wood windows on the 
dormer, all with wood surrounds.  The east elevation contains three one-over-one light double-hung 
wood windows on the first floor, three one-over-one light single-hung vinyl windows in modified 
openings on the second floor, a grouping of two one-over-one light double-hung wood windows on the 
gable and two four-over-one light double-hung wood windows with segmental arch on the basement 
floor.  The south elevation contains two non-historic entries, two four-over-one light double-hung wood 
windows and four one-over-one light double-hung windows on the first floor, two non-historic entries, 
one four-over-one light double-hung wood window, two one-over-one light double-hung wood windows, 
three one-over-one single-hung vinyl windows in modified openings and one non-historic entry, two 
one-over-one light single-hung vinyl windows in a modified opening on the dormer.  The unmodified 
window openings on the second floor contain wood surrounds.  The west elevation contains three one-
over-one light double-hung wood windows on the first floor, three one-over-one light double-hung woo 
windows on the second floor, a grouping of two one-over-one light double-hung wood windows on the 
gable and one four-over-one light double-hung wood windows with segmental arch on the basement 
floor.  The window openings on the second floor and gable contain wood surrounds.   
 
Narrative Statement of Significance 
 
The Isaac and Mary Farber House is noted as contributing historically under Criterion A and C within 
the revised boundary for the Hamburg Historic District in Davenport.  The house was previously noted 
as contributing in the original Hamburg Historic District in 1983. 
 
Developmental history of the property 
City directories list Otto Albrecht – O.A. and Company at West 6th Street south side one west of 
Western Avenue in 1868.  City directories list Otto Albrecht – Albrecht and Company at 613 West 6th 
Street in 1877.  The 1880 Federal census lists the Albrecht family at 613 West 6th Street, including 
(Otto – 53 – tobacco dealer – born in Holstein), his wife Sophia (43 – born in Mecklenburg) and their 
children Emma – 22 - born in Iowa, United States), Mima (19 - born in Iowa, United States), Dara (17 - 
born in Iowa, United States), Robert (13 - born in Iowa, United States), Meta (11 - born in Iowa, United 
States), Otto (9 - born in Iowa, United States) and Paul (4 - born in Iowa, United States).  City 
directories Otto Albrecht - Cigar & tobacco manufacturers, wholesalers and retail - Otto Albrecht and 
Company, Otto Jr. – clerk and Paul R. – cigar maker at 613 West 6th Street in 1892.  The 1892 
Sanborn map depicts a one-story house (two story at the rear (south)) and a two-story porch at the rear 
(south).  Ancestry.com records indicate that Otto Albrecht died February 1904.  On March 7, 1904, Otto 
Albrecht willed Lot 6 (Block 29) to Emma Hartz, et.al.  City directories list Gerald L. Wendt and Mrs. 
Dora A. Wendt at 613 West 6th in 1906.  City directories list Robert M. Walker – salesman and his wife 
Gertrude M. at 613 West 6th Street in 1910.  The 1910 Federal census lists the Walker family at 613 
West 6th Street including Robert (47 – works as agent at Cirgar Company  - born in Kentucky, United 
States – rents house, his wife Gertrude (36, female – born in Iowa, United States) and their children 
Vivian (15) Harrold (8) and Florence (13).  The 1910 Sanborn map depicts the same basic footprint as 
the 1892 map. 
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  Isaac and Mary Farber House  Scott  
Name of Property County  

  613 W 6th St  Davenport  
Address City 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1892 Sanborn Map     1910 Sanborn map 
 
City directories list Charles Stone, Meyer Stone, Jennie Stone – stenographer at John Ochs Sons 
Company at 613 West 6th Street and Elmer R. Sley – carpenter, his wife Elizabeth, Thomas U. Cox – 
blacksmith at 613 1/2 West 6th Street in 1914.  Om September 21, 1921 a permit was issued to M. 
Farber for remodeling.   On January 7, 1924, Emma A. Hartz, widow, transferred Lot 6 (Block 29) to 
Isaac Farber.  City directories list Heramn Farber – salesman at Farber Grocery Company, Clifford W. 
Blunt – salesman at Duane J. Leamer and Company, his wife Josephine, Walter C. Lawrenz – 
carpenter, his wife Florine J., Walter McMann – machine operator at Bettendorf Company, his wife 
Marie, Emma C. pepper – clerk at YMCA Cafeteria and Hans H. Pepper at 613 West 6th Street and 
Isaac Farber – Farber Grocery Company – 116 Perry Street, his wife Mary, Lester Farber – salesman 
at Farber Grocery Company, Anna B. Farber – stenographer, Orman Farber at 613 1/2 West 6th Street 
in 1925.  City directories list Harry V. Haigh – driver at White Line Motor Freight Company, Inc., his wife 
Genevieve, George O. Taylor – roofer at Davenport Roofing Company, his wife Mamie H. and Frank 
Ziegler at 613 West 6th Street and Isaac Farber – Farber Grocery Company, his wife Mary, Herman 
Farber – assistant manager at Farber Grocery Company, his wife Esther, Charles Farber – student, 
Mathew Farber, Sarah J. Farber, Benjamin Simon – salesman at Simon and Landauer, Inc., his wife 
Anna at 613 1/2 West 6th Street in 1935.  On February 5, 1938, Isaac Farber and wife transferred Lot 6 
(Block 29) to Alex Berge.  City directories list Thomas D. Hartshorn – U.S. Navy, his wife Betty R., 
Bernice Kelly – assistant department manager at Scharff’s, Walter A. Magnuson, his wife Maxine, 
Martin E. Meinert – U.S. Navy, his wife Frieda and John S. Stockman – machinist at Arsenal at 613 
West 6th and Moritz Bletz, his wife Blanch and David Miller – Miller’s Junk Yard at 613 1/2 West 6th 
Street in 1945. 
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The 1956 Sanborn map depicts the same basic footprint as the 1910 map except a floor was added to 
the house and the porch was removed. 
 

 
 
1956Sanborn Map  
 
On December 9, 1975 a permit was issued to Paul Berger to repair fire damage.  New twin window unit 
in bedroom.  The property is currently configured as an apartment building. 
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Location map 
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Revised district map  
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Site plan (from Scott County GIS website) 
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Building plan (from assessor’s website) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic images 
 

 
None identified during this project 
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Photograph from 1981-82 survey/nomination project 
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Digital photographs 
 

 
 

Photograph 82-00552-001 - House, looking southwest (April 2015) 
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Photograph 82-00552-002 - House, looking southeast (April 2015) 
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Photograph 82-00552-003 - House, looking northwest (April 2015) 



Historic Preservation Ordinance 

Section 14.01.060 Certificate of Appropriateness Review Process 

C. Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an application for a certificate of 
appropriateness, the commission shall be guided by the following general standards in addition to any 
other standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark or historic district. In all 
cases, these standards are to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into full consideration the issue 
of economic feasibility and other technical considerations. 

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to 
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the 
proposed alteration; and 

2. The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior architectural features and 
historic material of a designated property should be avoided when possible; and 

3. All designated property shall be recognized as a product and physical record of its time, place 
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
architectural features shall be discouraged; and 

4. Most properties change over time, and those changes that have acquired architectural and/or 
historical significance in their own right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and 

5. Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a designated property shall be treated with due consideration; and 

6. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced. 
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old 
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and 

7. Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall 
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-blasting 
and wet blasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is to be done, 
the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged; and 

8. Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a proposed activity shall be 
protected and preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken; and 

9. New additions and related new construction shall not be discouraged when such improvements 
do not destroy historic material and such design is compatible with the size, massing, scale, 
color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood and district, if applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is considering an application 
for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall consider the following architectural design criteria, or 
elements of design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section 14.01.040C. 
 

1. Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or reconstruction should be 
compatible with the designated property and the surrounding structures, if located within a 
designated historic district; and 

2. Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship) between doors and windows 
should be compatible, if not replicated, with the architectural design and character of the 
designated property; and 

3. Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or addition should not negatively 
impact the scale of the designated property or district; and 

4. Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or replacement elements which in all ways 
replicated the original, should be repaired whenever possible; and 

5. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a structure within a designated 
historic district to the rear, side and front yards between it and surrounding structures should be 
compatible; and 

6. Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent with its original configuration 
and character; and 

7. Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements, including off-street parking, 
should have as minimal of an impact as possible to the designated property's original 
plan/layout and its visual character. 

 



City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
Case COA23-27: Request to tuckpoint and repair masonry at 301 East 2nd Street. The
Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building is a locally listed historic landmark in the Davenport
Motor Row and Industrial Historic District. Peterson HTC LLC, petitioner. [Ward 3]

Recommendation:
A recommendation is made to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness to tuckpoint and repair
masonry at 301 East 2nd Street in accordance with the submitted material, subject to the following
condition:

1. Replacement masonry shall replicate the old in material, design, color, texture, and other visual
qualities.

 
The project was reviewed for conformance with the Standards for Review, Chapter 14.01.060Cof
the Davenport Municipal Code. The project meets the following standards:

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number of changes necessary to
maintain a designated property in a good state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the
proposed alteration.

2. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old
in design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.

3. Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its architectural features shall
be discouraged. In those cases where the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-
blasting and wet blasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited. If cleaning is
to be done, the gentlest means possible shall be encouraged.

Background:
The Davenport Bag and Paper Company was designed and constructed by the architectural firm
of G.A. Hanssen and D.J. Harfst in 1907. It is constructed with reinforced concrete and
considered the first fire resistant high rise building in Davenport. The building incorporates
features from the Chicago School of Architecture and neoclassical period. 
 
Davenport Bag and Paper Company became part of a core of manufacturing and warehouse
industries that dominated the east side of downtown through World War I. In 1940, the structure
was occupied by the Peterson Paper Company. The City of Davenport designated the structure as
a local landmark in 2012 to recognize its architectural and historical significance. The property now
features first floor commercial space and residential apartments. 
 
Scope of Work:
The following exterior masonry work is proposed:

1. Demo and relay block in the "Peter" sign area. (Roughly 50 block). Repaint when complete.
2. Fix lintel directly under the sign area/above window.
3. Replace the 3-4 stones above the sign on the window sill.
4. Replace all three lentils on the three windows on bottom row, front of building.



5. Replace block area above windows.
6. Replace remaining stone under windows/window sills. Approximately six stones.

 
The petitioner has confirmed that the block will be replaced with a new block similar to the block
that was used in a previous repair. The lentils will be replaced with the same sized lentil. The
mortar used for the project will be Type M as referenced in the mortar analysis. 
 
Mortar Analysis:
David Arbogast, Architectural Conservator, conducted a mortar analysis using a sample collected from
the south elevation. The mortar analysis was conducted using the acid digestion testing
procedure. The procedure uses acid digestion, filtration, and microscopic analysis of the fines and
aggregate. The purpose is to determine the three components of historic mortar: the binder, fines, and
the sand/aggregate. The mortar sample consisted of lime, Portland cement, and sand. This is similar to
a type M mortar. 
 
IL ARTE Masonry will use the masonry and mortar analysis to tuckpoint the structure. City staff
concur with the masonry and mortar analysis submitted by the applicant as well as the proposed
scope of work. 
 
The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation were also reviewed. The project
satisfies the following recommendations for masonry work:

1. Replacing in kind an entire masonry feature that is too deteriorated to repair - if the overall
form and detailing are still evident - using the physical evidence to guide the new work.
Examples can include large sections of walls. If using the same kind of material is not
technically or economically feasible, then a compatible substitute material may be
considered.

2. Repairing masonry walls and other masonry features by repointing the mortar joints where
there is evidence of deterioration.

3. Removing deteriorated mortar by carefully hand-raking the joints to avoid damaging the
masonry.

4. Duplicating old mortar in strength, composition, color, and texture.
5. Duplicating old mortar joints in width and in joint profile.

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Tuckpointing & BID Details
Backup Material Mortar Analysis
Backup Material Background Materials & Photos
Backup Material Ordinance Designating Landmark Status
Backup Material Historic Nomination Sheet-Part 1
Backup Material Historic Nomination Sheet-Part 2

Backup Material Historic Preservation Ordinance-Review
Standards

Backup Material Secretary of the Interior's Standards for
Rehabilitation-Masonry

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
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APPLICANT INFORMATION
Application Name

 
 
 

 

.

  
   

 

 
 
  

 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 

  

  

  

   

 

 

   

  

  

  

    

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Application Fee:  NONE

MINOR & MAJOR ADDITIONS, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, &
NEW BUILDINGS SHALL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ITEMS*:

  

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  (not a scope of work)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office  563.326.6198 
planning@davenportiowa.com

CITY OF  DAVENPORT
Development & Neighborhood 
Services _  Planning
1200 W. 46th  St
Davenport, IA  52807

 

  

 

  

 

  

Dimensioned Site Plan  (proposed & existing buildings/site items)
Grading Plan with 2 foot intervals (if needed)
Mechanical Screening shall be shown 

  
 

 SUBMITTED

    

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

* Major Additions & New Buildings may require more extensive information

Submit this form with attachments to: planning@davenportiowa.com

APPLICATION FOR

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

RESOURCE TYPE

SITE ADDRESS  & PARCEL NUMBER and/or HISTORIC NAME

 

  

 
 

 

    

 

  

Material specs: type, dimensions, color & manufacturer

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 

revised Jan. 2023

 
 
  

 
 

Formal Procedure
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to 
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of 
Davenport. Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant 
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required.  Inaccurate or 
incomplete applications may result in delay of applicant's scheduled meetings.

(2) Scope of Commission's Consideration:
Only work described in the application may be approved.
If insufficient information exists to make a proper judgment on the application, the Commission 
may continue the consideration a maximum of 60 days,  excluding applicant's continuances.

(3) Post Commission Ruling:
An approved Cert. of Appropriateness does not constitute a City permit or license and does vest 
against any other land development regulation or regulatory approval. Applicant must contact 
necessary development authorities.
COA approval expires one year from the date of approval unless a building permit is obtained 
within such period. An applicant may apply in writing for an extension of time at any time prior
to the date of expiration.
Appeals to determinations are $75 made to City Council and shall be in writing submitted to
the Zoning Administrator within 30 calendar days of Commission’s decision.

ALL SUBMITTALS SHALL INCLUDE:

Full Scope of Work (SOW) attached as a .PDF
all work  & materials  shall be described  &  itemized/listed in detail

Photos or renderings of all existing building/sign façades 

Proposed color building/sign elevations to scale
rendered showing existing and/or proposed building materials

 

 

 
 
 

MEETING DATESUBMITTAL DATE

 

 

 
 
 

Materials Board of sample building materials proposed 

APPLICABILITY  PRIOR to any work  on applicable Historic Resources:

A Certificate of Appropriateness must be submitted & approved 
PRIOR to the commencement of the following:
  Any Building or Sign Permit changing the exterior (except demo)
  New construction/Addition or exterior alteration of a structure
  Sign installation or alteration

Demolition of any local or national historic resources shall require
a Historic Demolition Request Application

Acceptance of Applicant

I, the undersigned, certify that the information on this application to the best of 
my knowledge is true and correct.  I further certify that I have a legal interest in 
the property in question, and/or that I am  legally able to represent all other 
persons or entities with interest in this property, and acknowledge formal 
procedure and submittal requirements.

In addition to the application fee, I understand I am responsible for attendance 
at the meeting as shown on the historic preservation commission calendar. 
The City  reserves the right to require further site studies as necessary.

Type Applicant's Name as a signature

mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
https://www.davenportiowa.com/planning
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h!19sChIJYYlGY6814ocRiQKzI4SWRVE?authuser=0&hl=en&rclk=1
tel:5633286198
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=7274112
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=1024&PageType=Search
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=6481456&pageId=16764902
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/@41.5689532,-90.5562182,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h?authuser=0&hl=en
tel:5633266198
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
www.davenportiowa.com/dns
https://ecode360.com/35577272#35577346






INVOICE

Mortar Analysis
Peterson Paper Building

Davenport, Iowa
May 28, 2013

                                    Due 
One mortar sample @ $200.00 per sample. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200.00

David Arbogast 
 Architectural Conservator

1803 Pineacre Avenue
Davenport, Iowa  52803

(563) 355-1553
arbogast7@gmail.com



Mortar Analysis
Peterson Paper Building

Davenport, Iowa
May 28, 2013

On Thursday,  June 27, 2013 David Arbogast, architectural conservator,  of Davenport, Iowa met Steve
Wiese at the former Peterson Paper Company Building on Second Street in Davenport, Iowa to collect a
sample of the mortar from the building for analysis.  Under David’s direction, Steve collected the sample
in an effort to determine its original formula.  

The analysis was begun that same day utilizing the standard testing procedure developed by E. Blaine
Cliver,  Regional  Historical  Architect  of  the North Atlantic Region of the National Park Service.   This
relatively simple procedure dissolves the lime and/or cement content of the mortar using a 20% solution
of hydrochloric acid.  The carbon dioxide released as a result of the reaction displaces water, which is then
measured and used to calculate the soluble content of the mortar.  The insoluble fines and sand remaining
from the reaction are factored into the equation resulting in a final result.  In the case of cement samples,
the remaining fines are used to calculate the cement content of the mortar.  The remaining sand is then
carefully sieved and graded by grain size to provide a means of identification of the various sand types
encountered.

The sample was collected from the south elevation.  It was gray in color and with visible and it was hard in
its consistency.  It had a bubbly reaction with a large water displacement.  It also had a rapid filtering
time.  The hardness of the sample indicates the presence of a significant amount of Portland cement.  The
large water displacement and the rapid filtering time indicate the presence of a significant amount of lime.
Thus, it appears that the mortar was made of lime, Portland cement, and sand and was very similar to a
type M mortar.  The sand sieve analysis revealed relatively coarse sand of which all easily passed largest
sieve.  Under 12% managed to pass all of the sieves and slightly over 40% was trapped in the finest sieve.



Mortar/Plaster/Stucco Analysis Test Sheet 

Sample No.          1                                                                                                                                                                                           
Building:              Peterson Paper Building, Davenport, Iowa                                                                                                     
Location:              South elevation                                                                                                                                                              
Sample Description:         Gray, visible sand, hard,  bubbly reaction, rapid filtering                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Test No. 1 – Soluble Fraction

Data:
1.        185.6             Container A weight 8.     no          Hair or fiber              type
2.       205.6            Container A and sample 9.    3.1   Fines and paper weight
3.      756.16            Barometric pressure 10.  2.7  Filter paper weight
4.           22              Temperature 11. 198.9 Sand and Container A weight
5.        1.00              Liters of water displaced 12.  11.0   cc. of sand
6. yellow-green   Filtrate color 13.  18.4 Weight of graduated cylinder and sand
7.     pale gray     Fines color 14.    5.1 Weight of graduated cylinder

Computations:
15.           20.0          Starting weight of sample: No. 2 – No. 1
16.             0.4          Weight of fines: No. 9 – No. 10
17.            13.3           Weight of sand: No. 11 – No. 1
18. .82706766          Sand density: No. 12 divided by (No. 13 – No. 14)
19.            6.3            Weight of soluble content: No. 15 – (No. 16 + No. 17)
20. 0.0409898     Mols. Of CO2: No. 5 x No. 3. x 0.016 divided by (No. 4 + 273.16 C.)
21.           4.10           Gram weight of CaCO3: 100 x No. 20
22.           2.20          Gram weight of Ca(OH)2: No. 19 – No. 21
23. 0.0297435       Mols. of Ca(OH)2: No. 22 divided by 74
24.         5.23           Gram total weight of Ca(OH)2: 74 x (No. 20 + No. 23)
25.           1.80           Gram weight CO2: No. 20 x 44
26.           3.11            Gram weight total possible CO2: 44 x (No. 20 + No. 23)
27.        57.88          %CO2 gain: No. 25 divided by No. 26

Conclusions:
28.           18.20        Gram weight of sample: No. 15 – No. 25
29.             2.20        Fine parts/volume: No. 16 divided by No. 28
30.           60.44        Sand parts/volume: (No. 17 divided by No. 28) x No. 18
31.           31.61         Lime parts/volume: (No. 24 divided by No. 28) x 1.1

Cement (if present)
32.                             Portland cement parts/volume: (No. 16 divided by No. 28) x 0.78
33.                            Natural cement parts/volume: (No. 16 divided by No. 28) x 0.86
34.            0.48       Lime with cement parts/volume: (No. 16 x o.2) divided by No. 28 x 1.1

Test No. 2 – Sand Sieve Analysis

Sieve Sieve w/ sand weight Sieve weight Sand weight Sand ratio
No. 4    158.5         158.5            0.0            0.00     
No. 8   141.5         140.3           1.2             1.62      
No. 16   139.7         132.8           6.9             9.32     
No. 30   151.4         123.9          27.5           37.16      
No. 50   143.8        114.1           29.7           40.14     
Base     87.5           78.8           8.7           11.76      



• Built in 1907
• Architects: G.A. Hanssen and D.J. Harfst
• Concrete Construction Technique 
• First Fire Resistant High Rise Building in 

Davenport
• History of Tenants:

• Davenport Bag & Paper Company
• 1940: Peterson Paper Company
• 2019: Peterson Paper Lofts (23 Units)



1. Demo and relay block in the "Peter" sign area. 
(Roughly 50 block). Repaint when complete.

2. Fix lintel directly under the sign area/above window.
3. Replace the 3-4 stones above the sign on the 

window sill.
4. Replace all 3 lentils on the 3 windows on bottom 

row, front of building.
5. Replace block area above windows.
6. Replace remaining stone under windows/window 

sills. Approximately 6 stones.



• Test conducted in 2013 by an Architectural Conservator.
• Sample collected from south elevation.
• Purpose: Determine the historic binder, fines, and sand/aggregate.
• Result: Mortar consisted of lime, Portland cement, and sand.
• Similar to a Type M Mortar.









 

City of Davenport Nomination No:   

 
 
 

“INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY” NOMINATION 
 
 

for the 

 
DAVENPORT  REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

 

Historic Preservation Commission 

City of Davenport, Iowa 
 

 
Please provide the following information:  (Please type or print) 

Address of the Property:  301 East 2
nd

 Street, Davenport   

Legal Description of the Property: Subdivision Name:  LeClaire’s 3
rd

 Addition of Davenport  
 

Block:  63 Lot:   15  
 

 

Historic Name (or proposed historic name):   Davenport Bag & Paper Company  

 
Date listed on National Register of Historic Places (if applicable):     

 

( If listed, NRHP Site No. #82=10=  ) 

 
NRHP Historic District (if applicable):     

 

Who is the PETITIONER for Nomination: Owner(s) of Record:  X  HPC:    (check one) 

Owner(s) of Record: Y & J Properties LLC  

Owner(s) Address: (Name)   Y & J Properties LLC  
 

(Street)   230 West 3
rd

 Street, Suite 216  

 
(City, State & ZIP)   Davenport, IA  

 

Owner(s) Telecommunications: Work:  Home:    Mobile:     

Fax:     Email:     
 

Current Use of the Property:   Vacant  

 
Original Function of the Property:    Business that produced paper bags, wrapping paper & flour sacks.  

 

 

The Petitioner shall submit the following information: 

(1)       Four 4" X 6" photographs showing all elevations (These will become part of the Commission’s permanent file and cannot be 

returned.) 

 
(2) Any historical photographs, if available. (Clear photocopies of the photographs are acceptable at the time of application as 

long as petitioner brings reprints and/or slides of historical photographs to the meeting for HPC review. These will be 

returned after consideration of the nomination is complete.) 

(3) Physical Description of the Property: (Applicant may use as many continuation sheets as necessary 

309-292-2777 
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Date of Construction:   1907  Architectural Style:   Chicago School  
 

Building Materials: Foundation:  Concrete Walls: _ Stone, CMU  

 

Roof:   Concrete, EPDM Other:     
 

Distinctive Features:   Chicago School, Neoclassical architecture  
 

 
Alterations:   Cornice has been removed due to degradation.  

 

 
(4)      A narrative describing why the property satisfies the “Designation Criteria” listed in Section 17.23.060(2) of the 1990 

Municipal Code.  Please  describe  both  the  property’s  present  and  historic  physical  appearance  as  it  relates  to  the 

definitions of Architectural and Historical significance in contained in Section 17.23.030
1
. 

 
The “Designation Criteria” are defined in the 1990 Municipal Code as follows: 

 
Designation Criteria:  Section 17.23.060(2).  The Commission shall, after such investigation as it deems necessary, make 

a recommendation to the City Council as to whether a nominated structure or district qualifies for the Local Register. To 

qualify, a property must satisfy one or more of the following criteria: 

 
(A) It is associated with events or persons that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

history of the city, county, state and/or nation; and/or 

(B) It embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a type, 

period or method of construction; and/or 

(C) It represents the work of a master builder, craftsman, architect, engineer or landscape architect or 

possesses high artistic, values. 

 
(5)       A list of major bibliographical references. 

 

 
 
 

“I, petitioner for the nomination of the aforementioned property to the Davenport Register of Historic Properties, do hereby state 

that all the information contained herein is, to the best of my knowledge, accurate and that there are no negligent or fraudulent 

misrepresentations of fact. I also understand that fraudulent misrepresentations of fact contained in this nomination form shall be 

sufficient cause to immediately nullify the nomination process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            8/24/2012 

Owner(s) of Record or Authorized Agent Date 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
Definitions of Architectural and Historical significance can be found in Sections 17.23.030(3) and 17.23.030(19) respectively. 



Please return the completed application to the: 

 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Community & Economic Development Department 

226 W. 4
th 

Street 

Davenport, Iowa 52801 

 
Direct your questions to the Commission Secretary at 326=7765. 

 
Your Nomination for Designation will be considered by the Historic Preservation Commission at its public 

meeting scheduled for: 
 

 
         September                        11   2012 
 

month day year 

 
All Historic Preservation Commission Public Meetings are held in the City Council Chambers at City Hall 

on the 2
nd 

Tuesday of every month at 4:30 p.m. unless otherwise notified. 

 
Staff will keep the original signed nomination form and will return to the petitioner a photocopy of the 

application with staff comments. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  The owner(s) of record,  or an agent acting on their behalf (petitioner), should 

plan to attend  the Commission meeting in person.  It is important for someone to be present to 

respond to the Commission’s inquiries  and comments.  If no one is present, the nomination process 

may be delayed indefinitely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Staff Only: 

Received by:     
 

 

Commission Secretary or Designee Date 
 
 

 
Is application complete? Yes No 

 
If not, explain:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised 8/4/92 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph 

The Davenport Bag and Paper Company building is a five story showroom, manufacturing and warehouse building, built 

in 1907.  It is located at 301 East Second Street, on the corner of Second and Pershing. The building is constructed of 

poured'in'place, reinforced concrete structure; concrete masonry unit exterior with limestone base & trim; and a metal 

coping cap. The original building provided 6,000 gross square feet per floor, for a total of 30,000 square feet. This 

building incorporated elements from the Chicago School of Architecture and the neoclassical period. This is one of the 

first fire'resistant high rise buildings in the Davenport area. The building has local historical significance under Criteria A, 

B and C. It satisfies Criteria A because the building represents the economic growth of the commerce and industrial 

area of downtown Davenport at the turn of the 20
th
 century. It also represents the achievements of the German'

American culture in Davenport. Criteria B is satisfied due to the fire resistant type of construction and architectural style 

influenced by significant natural events. And Criteria C is satisfied because this was the last building designed by the 

architectural firm of G.A. Hanssen and D.J. Harfst, of which Hanssen went on to become a Master Architect in San 

Diego, California. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

The property is located in Davenport’s East End, which is bounded by Perry on the west, the railroad (5
th
 Street) on the 

north, and River Drive on the south. This area combines commercial activities with pockets of light to heavy industry. 

 

This picture was taken from the Government Bridge looking west around 1912. In the background are some of the 

factories and prominent businesses that occupied Davenport’s East End, including the Davenport Bag and Paper Co., 
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Morton L. Marks Co., Wholesale Grocers, Carnation Pure Food Products, and Diamond Crystal Salt Co. Just out of the 

picture to the east is a logging company and fabric mill. On July 24, 1901, one of the worst fires in Davenport history 

occurred in the Village, east of the building site. The fire began at the Rock Island Fuel Company and spread quickly, 

warping the rails of the railroad track and blanketing this area in a dark, heavy smoke.  Flames reached 300 feet in the 

air, spreading the fire closer to the downtown area. Fortunately this fire was contained at Tremont Avenue hill near St. 

Katherine’s Hall Girls’ School was located. In the end, approximately 20 acres of land were burned, nearly 250 people 

were left homeless and businesses suffered $1.25 million in losses. Following the fire’s destruction, which left shingles, 

kindling, sawdust and 60'foot tall piles of lumber, a shantytown evolved. This area surrounded the Weyerhaeuser Mill, 

Lindsay & Phelps Mill, Roberts Wood Yard and the Standard Oil storage tanks. [1] [2] After witnessing the Great 

Chicago Fire of 1871 and then suffering through a fire of this magnitude, the use of fire resistant structures for higher 

hazard buildings became greatly desired by the community. Upon rebuilding this heavily damaged area, the Davenport 

Bag and Paper Company Building became the first high rise building to feature these design options in downtown 

Davenport.  

Circulation on the property consisted of the two main street sidewalks on the north and west sides and a delivery door 

on the south side. The lot has a slight slope towards the river across the entire site. The main entry was at the northwest 

corner with a monumental stair to the revolving front door.  

The building is a large rectangular structure with a low slope roof created by sloping structural members. The west and 

north side that were seen by Second and Pershing were treated in the Chicago School of Architecture with prominent 

Chicago Style Windows.  

The influence of the neoclassical period can be seen in the treatment of the exterior fenestration. Coarse cut limestone 

was used on the lower portion of the structure to emulate the base of a column and was capped by a cut stone band. 

The shaft of the column is represented with the use of the clean lines of the concrete masonry units capped by a cut 

stone band. The building then breaks the sky with an arched coping cap creating the column capital. The coping cap 

follows along the west and south side, returns to the corner, and stops on the north and south sides. As these sides did 

not face a public way, this was a very typical cost saving approach. This was detailed in the construction drawings from 

Hanssen and Harfst. 

As time passed the fascia was removed due to deteriorating conditions. A loading dock added to the side of the building 

and in 1940 the building was bought by the Peterson Paper Company. The rest of the exterior has been relatively 

untouched by time due to the masonry and concrete construction methods used at the turn of the 20
th
 century. The 

building is currently vacant. 
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Architects 

The Architects for the Davenport Bag and Paper Company were Gustavas Adolphus Hanssen and Dietrick J. (Deat) 

Harfst. This was one of the last buildings that these Architects completed together. 

Gustavas Adolphus Hanssen was born in Davenport, Iowa on November 22, 1869. His father Johann Nicolas Ludwig 

“Louis” Hanssen, arrived from Itzehoe, Steinburg, Schleswig'Holstein, Germany in 1850. In 1852, Louis Hanssen 

founded the Davenport Turngemeinde, the German gymnastic society also known as the Turners. Below is a picture of 

the five original members: Theodor Gülich, Louis Hanssen, Charles Eyser, Matthias Staack, Christian Müller (from left to 

right). Over time, the Turners created many buildings for its members, including a library, auditorium, and exercise hall. 

 

(Source: http://webbasics.iowajmc.com/cmmay/life/turners.html The Most German City, German Life in Davenport, The 

Davenport Turners.) 

The first Germans immigrated to Davenport in 1836 when the City had a population of 100. The Iowa census of 1890 

stated that Scott County had a population of 43,164, of which 10,130 (nearly one'fourth) were German natives.  If to this 

large number we added the German immigration of the twenty years following 1890 and the direct descendants of all 

those coming from Germany, a strong showing is made for the strength of German'Americanism in this county.  Many 

Germans thrived in Davenport through the start of 20
th
 century because of the culture and connections within this City. 

Louis Hanssen was among the thriving Germans that immigrated to Davenport. He was a cornerstone of the early city 

of Davenport, organizing the Turners and creating a strong sense of community among the German immigrants. He 

started a hardware business and married Maria Sophia “Mary” Hahneman in 1854. They had 10 children and Gustavus 

was the eighth child. Louis brother, Bernhard Hanssen, was an architect for the city of Hamburg, Germany and 

Gustavus wanted to become an architect just like his Uncle Bernhard. In 1885, Louis sent Gustavus to Illinois State 

University where he enrolled in the School of Architecture. He graduated in1890 with Second Honors and First Medal in 

Military and Artillery Drill. 
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Gustavus Hanssen  
(Source: Iowa Progressive Men, 1899 Publication) 
 
In the spring of 1891, Gustavus Hanssen took charge of the architectural office of J.W. Taylor, in Middleborough, 

Kentucky. He remained there until October 1891 and then moved back to Davenport to start a business for himself. He 

was appointed Plumbing Inspector for the City of Davenport in 1893. The start of his career included the design of many 

residential houses for prestigious German families. A couple that have been listed on the National Registry are the 

William Weise House (1895), and the J.C. Schricker House. In 1904, Hanssen married Lilli S. Stibolt and they had 2 

children. Lilli was known as one of the best vocalist in the Davenport area. 

In 1899 Dietrick J. (Deat) Harfst joined Hanssen as a draftsman. Harfst was born in Germany in 1874 and immigrated to 

Davenport in 1880.  Deat worked under Hanssen for many years and they designed large commercial structures. A 

couple listed on the National Registry include Sacred Heart’s Rectory and Davenport Central Fire Station (1902). During 

their time together, they had an apprentice named Arthur Ebeling who went on to opened his own practice in Davenport 

and acted as the supervising architect for Temple and Burrow’s Hotel Blackhawk. When the Davenport Bag and Paper 

Company Building was constructed in 1907, Dietrick was also an Architect and shared the title of the firm with Hanssen. 

 

(Source: Hanssen and Harfst construction drawings, May 1907) 

Shortly after the completion of the construction of the Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building, Louis Hanssen 

passed away on January 22, 1908. His assets were divided among the children and Gustavus decided to move west.  

In 1909, Hanssen relocated his family to San Diego, California, where he worked as an apprentice with the US Navy.  

He eventually opened his own architectural agency, designing both commercial and residential properties.  Many of the 

buildings Hanssen designed were done so featuring Prairie Style architecture, incorporating Midwestern and Chicago 

influences.  He completed his first house, the Otis House, in 1910. The Otis House is listed on the Historic Registry of 
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San Diego and is the last remaining residential design by Hanssen. Many of his designs were built in what is now the 

downtown area of San Diego and have since been demolished as the City grew. 

Rather quickly, Hanssen’s presence in the architectural community solidified in this area and in 1913 he served as 

treasurer of the San Diego Architectural Association, a precursor to the American Institute of Architects.  The 

Association was initially a group of seventeen architects who shared the common goal “to unite in fellowship the 

Architects of San Diego County, California, and to combine their efforts so as to promote the artistic, scientific and 

practical efficiency of the profession, and to cultivate the study of kindred arts.” [10] Hanssen’s involvement with the 

Association began shortly after his apprenticeship with the US Navy and three years into his career as a privately 

practicing architect. This group of men shared a strong interest in developing buildings that were earthquake and fire 

resistant; with these likeminded individuals, Hanssen was able to continue with his fire'resistant designs in California 

that began in Davenport, Iowa.  

 

(Sources: AIA Minutes, 1911 Correspondence Rec’d & Sent, 1911. San Diego Architectural Association, 8/14/1911. San 

Diego Historical Society Collection.)  
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(Source: San Diego Sun, 12/23/1909) 

The importance of fire-proof building materials soon became widely-used and 

necessary in the industry, making fire-proof, earthquake resistant buildings highly 

desirable and easier to build. 
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(Source: San Diego Sun, 12/23/1909)  

Fire-proof hollow cement tiles soon became widely used in both industrial 

and residential buildings.  
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During the 1920’s and 1930’s, Hanssen worked closely with other area architects, including Sam Hamill, a renowned 

San Diego area architect.  Their collaborative work can be seen at the San Diego County Administration Building.  Over 

the years, several more of Hanssen’s properties have been listed on the Historic Registry of San Diego. Hanssen’s 

design mastery greatly impacted the growth of young San Diego, beginning with residential homes early in his California 

career.  As his career progressed, he provided the design of large industrial and commercial buildings, much like the 

Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building from the very beginning of his work.  The impact he had is evident as he is 

listed on the City of San Diego, Historical Resources Board’s “Historical Inventory of Important Architects, Structures, 

and People in San Diego. Hanssen retired in San Diego at the age of 65, where he spent the rest of his life.  He passed 

away on January 4, 1944 at the age of 74. 

 

(Sources: 1913 San Diego Directory. “San Diego Architects 1868'1939” University of San Diego, Ray Brandes, 1991. 

Obituary San Diego Union January 6, 1944.) 
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After Hanssen left Iowa, Dietrick J. Harfst continued to practice architecture until the end of his life on March 6, 1913. He 

married LuLu Tammer and had one child. The buildings that Harfst completed after Hanssen left were the Pasadena 

Flats, Finch Double House, and his own residence in the Hamburg area.  

 

(Source: 1913 Davenport Iowa City Directory) 
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Architectural Style 

Davenport Bag & Paper Company Building ' Exterior Façade 

 Window type configuration style, construction, sills 

The "Chicago Window" originated in the Chicago School of Architecture. It is a three'part window consisting of a large 

fixed center panel flanked by two smaller double'hung sash windows. The arrangement of windows on the façade 

typically creates a grid pattern, with some projecting out from the façade forming bay windows. The Chicago Window 

combined the functions of light'gathering and natural ventilation; a single central pane was usually fixed, while the two 

surrounding panes were operable.  

(Source: Hanssen and Harfst Construction Drawings, May 1907) 

Foundation 

The building uses a concrete spread footing configuration with a full basement. This insured that the buildings 

foundations were below the frost line.  
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Picture taken from 2
nd

 steet of the Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building. 

(Source: 3D scan 7/3/2012 by Shive-Hattery) 

 

Picture taken from 2
nd

 street of the davenport Bag and Paper Company. (Source: 3D scan 7/3/2012 by Shive-Hattery) 
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Picture of back of the Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building. (Source: 3D scan 7/3/2012 by Shive-Hattery) 

 

Panoramic picture of the Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building from Pershing Street. 

(Source: 3D scan 7/3/2012 by Shive-Hattery) 
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Structure 

The structure was placed concrete with steel reinforcement. The image illustrates the detail on the drawings including 

the wood framing used to pour the concrete. The wood was removed after the concrete cured. The concrete on the 

underside of the floor shows the wood grain of the removed framing members. 

 

(Source: Hanssen and Harfst Construction Drawings, May 1907) 

As the building increases in height, the structure reduces in size. This accomplishes two things: it reduces the overall 

weight that the footings must carry, and reduces the total amount of concrete needed for the project. This technology 

helped The Davenport Bag and Paper Company Building increase above the limits of typical concrete construction of 

three'stories. 

 

(Source: Hanssen and Harfst Construction Drawings, May 1907) 

Interior 

The first floor was laid out with sales and display spaces in the front of the building, with a delivery area located in the 

back. After the items were delivered, there was an in'floor scale to weigh the items before being taken to the processing 
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areas on the upper floors. This building included a freight elevator to help move the quantity of products throughout the 

building. A skylight was also included above the elevator to help with lighting the elevator. 

 

(Source: Hanssen and Harfst Construction Drawings, May 1907) 
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(Source: Hanssen and Harfst construction drawings, May 1907) 
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(Source: Hanssen and Harfst construction drawings, May 1907) 

Layout 

This illustration shows the front layout for lobby, offices, display room, vault and toilet. This illustration also depicts the 
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grand corner front entrance. 

 

(Source: Hanssen and Harfst Construction Drawings, May 1907) 
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Engineering 

 

This postcard image from 1907 documents the “New Fireproof Reinforced Concrete Bldg. of Davenport  Bag & Paper 

Co.”  Notice that the building of today looks much as it did when constructed.  This image also serves to document the 

building’s original streetscape.  

(SOURCE: AKAY Postcard Collection – Image #08093'010529) 
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(Source: The Gold Coast Third Annual Open House & Walking Tour. Davenport; The Gold Coast. 1993) 

 

  



14.01.070. Commission's demolition review process. [Ord. No.
2019-02 § 4]

The demolition of a designated local landmark or a property within a
designated historic district shall be prohibited unless, upon application for
and approval of, the commission issues a certificate of economic hardship
allowing said demolition. The owner(s) of record or the City may apply for a
demolition permit for designated properties.

A. Demolition application process. Demolition applications shall be made
to the office of construction code enforcement. The office of
construction code enforcement shall forward all demolition permit
requests for local landmarks and properties within designated historic
districts to the commission secretary within two business days of their
receipt. No demolition permits shall be issued for local landmarks or
properties within designated historic districts prior to the commission,
or the City Council upon appeal, issuing a certificate of economic
hardship, excluding the circumstances described in Section 14.01.090
of this chapter.

B. Criteria for demolition request. The commission shall request and
receive from the applicant all information it deems necessary to
adequately consider the demolition of a designated property. This may
include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. A report from a licensed engineer or architect with experience in
rehabilitation as to the structural soundness of the building(s) on
the property, their suitability for rehabilitation, and possible new
uses for the property; and

2. The assessed value of the land and improvements thereon
according to the two most recent assessments; and

3. The real estate taxes paid during the previous two years; and

4. All appraisals obtained by the owner or applicant in connection
with his purchase, financing or ownership of the property; and

5. Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked and offers
received, if any; and

6. All building, fire and housing code violations which have been listed
on the property for the past two years; and

7. Any federal, state or local citation(s) which have determined the
building to be a nuisance under applicable law; and

8. Estimated market value of the property after completion of the
proposed demolition and after renovation of the existing property
for reuse; and

9. If the property is income-producing;

14.01.070 DAVENPORT CODE 14.01.070
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14.01.080. Appeal of commission's decision on demolition. [Ord.
No. 2019-02 § 4]

a. Annual gross income from the property for the previous two
years; and

b. Itemized operating and maintenance expenses for the previous
two years; and

c. Annual cash flow, if any, for the previous two years; and

d. Proof that efforts have been made by the owner to obtain a
reasonable return on his investment.

C. Notification of proposed demolition. The commission agenda shall be
posted on the first floor City hall bulletin board used for such purposes
no less than one business day prior to the scheduled time of the meeting
and shall serve as notice to the general public of the pending meeting.

D. Commission review process. The commission shall review all the
evidence and information submitted by the applicant and receive
testimony from other interested parties. If the commission finds that
the building substantially violates the City building, fire and/or housing
codes or the property owner cannot obtain a reasonable economic
return therefrom, then the commission shall issue the demolition
permit. The commission shall act on each application within 60 days
after the receipt of a complete application.

E. Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the
owner(s) of record by regular mail within 15 business days of the
commission's decision. The office of construction code enforcement
shall be notified within two business days of the commission's action. If
the certificate of economic hardship is issued, the commission secretary
shall inform the chief building official of said approval. If the certificate
of economic hardship is denied, the chief building official shall be
instructed to withhold the demolition permit pending possible appeal of
the commission's determination.

Notified parties will be informed of their right to appeal the
commission's decision.

A. Application to appeal. The owner may appeal the commission's
determination regarding a proposed demolition of a local landmark. A
written appeal must be submitted to the City Clerk's office within 30
calendar days of the commission's decision.

B. Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner to the City Clerk
at the time of filing a written appeal.

C. Notification of appeal. The City Clerk shall notify the commission
secretary within three business days of the filing of a written appeal.
The commission secretary shall inform the office of construction code

14.01.070 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 14.01.080
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14.01.090. Exclusions. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

A designated property may be altered, relocated, demolished or secured
and maintained under the following circumstances and shall not be subject
to any of the terms of this chapter.

enforcement of the pending appeal and instruct the chief building
official to withhold the demolition permit until the City Council has
ruled on same. The commission secretary shall also inform the owner(s)
of record of the subject property of the date, time and location of the
City Council meeting scheduled to hear the appeal. The City Council
agenda shall serve as notice to the general public of the appeal and
shall be posted on the first floor City hall bulletin board used for such
purposes no less than one calendar day prior to the scheduled time of
the meeting.

D. Review process. The City Council, within 30 calendar days of the filing
of a written appeal or at a later time at the request of the petitioner,
shall either accept or reject the commission's determination. In
considering the commission's determination, the City Council may
receive and review all relevant information, testimony and/or evidence
submitted for its consideration, including that reviewed by the
commission, and any additional material.

E. Notification of decision. The owner(s) of record shall be notified by
regular mail of the City Council's decision within 15 business days. The
office of construction code enforcement shall be notified within two
business days of the City Council's decision. The publishing of the City
Council meeting minutes shall serve as notice to the general public. The
City Council's decision shall be the final City action.

A. Certificate of public hazard. If emergency circumstances affect a
designated property which requires immediate relief, including
demolition, the fire marshal and chief building official shall certify that
such conditions exist and said conditions shall be eliminated as quickly
as is practicable. Emergencies are defined as life or health-threatening
conditions requiring immediate attention. A certificate of public hazard
may be issued after the fact documenting the reasons for loss of the
designated property. This section shall apply only in cases where it is
impractical for the commission to consider a certificate of economic
hardship prior to demolition.

B. Conflict with other regulations. The clauses and sections in other City
Council-adopted codes and regulations which address life-safety, fire
safety and legal nuisances, shall be excluded from the standards and
provisions herein. In the event the City's legal, fire, housing or building
officials determine that a structure or portion thereof is a life-safety
hazard, a fire safety hazard or a nuisance, the fire, housing and building
codes shall supersede this chapter.

14.01.080 DAVENPORT CODE 14.01.090

14:16



14.01.100. Historic structure demolition review process. [Ord. No.
2019-02 § 4]

C. Ordinary repair and maintenance. This chapter is not meant to prevent
ordinary repair and maintenance activities of private property not
requiring a building or sign permit.

A. If the owner(s) of record or agent applies for a demolition permit to a
building or structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
which to date has not been designated as a local landmark, the office of
construction code enforcement shall not issue the permit but instead
shall direct the applicant to the commission secretary. Once the office of
construction code enforcement refers the matter to the commission
secretary, all demolition activity shall stop, if started, until after the
commission or the City Council acts on the matter. The commission
secretary shall place the demolition request on the agenda for the
commission's next meeting.

B. In making its determination on whether to recommend continuance of
the demolition stoppage and consideration by the City Council for
designation as a local landmark, the commission shall consider the
criteria as stated in Section 14.01.070B of this chapter. The
commission, by a three-fourths vote of its members present may
request the City Council to review a proposed demolition permit for a
structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places which has
not, to date, been designated as a local landmark. In the event the
commission votes to delay demolition, the commission shall have staff
prepare an individual property nomination for designation as a local
landmark as outlined in Section 14.01.040. Said nomination shall be
considered by the commission in a timely manner.

In the event the commission vote to nominate the property as a local
landmark fails, the demolition permit may be issued and the matter
does not proceed to the City Council.

In the event the commission votes first to delay demolition and then
to nominate the property for designation as a local landmark, the
commission shall submit written documentation to the City Council that
the building is presently on the National Register of Historic Places,
that the criteria for designation as a local landmark as listed in Section
14.01.040 have been met and that the provisions of Section 14.01.090
of the chapter are not applicable, as well as forward any application
material submitted by the petitioner or prepared by staff relevant to
either the demolition request or the landmark nomination.

C. The City Council shall give appropriate notice that a public hearing will
be held on the demolition application and nomination for landmark
designation.

At the public hearing, the City Council shall hear all written and oral
statements of the interested parties. The City Council shall base its

14.01.090 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 14.01.100
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14.01.110. Penalty. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

decision on all relevant evidence presented at the public hearing,
including whether Section 14.01.090 of the chapter is applicable.

The City Council shall determine by a majority of the entire Council
either to allow the structure to be demolished or to approve the
structure for local landmark status. If the local landmark status is
approved the owner shall not be issued a demolition permit by the City.

Every effort shall be made by all parties to complete the designation
process in the most timely fashion. The City Council shall act either
allowing the structure to be demolished or designating it a local
landmark within 120 days from the date of the commission's first public
hearing.

A. In the event work is being performed without the required certificate of
appropriateness or the certificate of economic hardship, the
commission or the commission secretary shall ask that a stop work
order be issued. In the event work is being performed which is not in
accordance with its certificate of appropriateness, the commission shall
also ask that a stop work order be issued. In addition to other penalties
and remedies, the City shall issue a stop work order, and all work shall
cease on the designated property. No additional work shall be
undertaken as long as such stop work order is in effect.

B. In the event work has been completed without the required certificate
of appropriateness or certificate of economic hardship, the owner, the
tenant, if a participating party to said work, and the person(s)
performing such work shall be guilty of a misdemeanor or municipal
infraction. Every day each such violation shall continue to exist shall
constitute a separate violation.

C. Enforcement. The City's director of community and economic
development department, or his/her designee, shall be responsible for
the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

14.01.100 DAVENPORT CODE 14.01.110

14:18



































City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  Development & Neighborhood Services
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
Case COA23-28: Request to relocate ADA ramp into building, add building signage and improve
the overall street presence at the Davenport Public Library, 321 Main Street. The Davenport
Public Library - Edward Durell Stone Building is a locally listed historic landmark in the Davenport
Commercial Historic District. Legat Architects on behalf of the Davenport Library, petitioner. [Ward
3]

Recommendation:
Hold Discussion and Provide Feedback.
 
This item will come back from a formal review at a later date. 

Background:
The Davenport Public Library has enlisted the services of Legat Architects to improve the overall
street presence of the building, relocated the ADA ramp and add building signage at the Main
branch of the Davenport Library. 
 
Legat Architects is soliciting feedback from the Historic Preservation Commission on options for
the proposed work at the September meeting. The attached plans show existing building as well
as two options to be discussed at the meeting. 
 
Exterior improvements include installation of a Quad Cities Art Pad, removal of the 1990s railing,
and the relocation of the ADA ramp to be closer to the door. Several signage opportunities are
also shown within both Option 1 and Option 2. 
 
A formal request for review of proposed changes will be submitted at a later meeting after taking
the Commissions feedback.  
 
 
Property History:
The Davenport Public Library was designed by noted architect Edward Durell Stone and
dedicated in 1968. It is an important example of Mid-Century Modern architecture, specifically the
New Formalism architectural style, and is the only building designed by Edward Durell Stone in
Iowa. 
 
Buildings designed in the New Formalist style exhibit many classical elements including struct
symmetrical elevations, building proportion and scale, classical columns and are often set on a
podium. 
 
The library is constructed of poured concrete and white, pre-cast block. The entrance to the library
is characterized by six columns supporting a wide, slitted overhand creating the library's front
porch. The north and south elevations of the building feature the same architectural block, a roof
overhang and floor to ceiling windows while the east elevation has no windows. The existing railing



was added to the front porch in the 1990s. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Proposed Options for Discussion

Backup Material Davenport Main Library Local Landmark
Designation

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Berkley, Laura Approved 9/8/2023 - 1:10 PM



Date

Address

City | State | Zip

Phone

E-Mail Address

Address

Phone

Address

Phone

E-Mail Address

E-Mail Address

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                       

Secondary Phone

Secondary Phone

 

 

Secondary Phone

 
  

  

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

  

  
   
  
   

  

  

  
   

 

Project Manager/Other

Property Owner

 

  

 

 

   

  

   

 

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Application Name

 
 
 

 

.

  
   

 

 
 
  

 

 

 
 
  

 
 
 

  

  

  

   

 

 

   

  

  

  

    

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Application Fee:  NONE

MINOR & MAJOR ADDITIONS, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, &
NEW BUILDINGS SHALL INCLUDE ADDITIONAL ITEMS*:

  

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  (not a scope of work)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office  563.326.6198 
planning@davenportiowa.com

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Dimensioned Site Plan  (proposed & existing buildings/site items)
Grading Plan with 2 foot intervals (if needed)
Mechanical Screening shall be shown 

  
 

 SUBMITTED

    

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

•
•

•
•

•

•

* Major Additions & New Buildings may require more extensive information

Submit this form with attachments to: planning@davenportiowa.com

APPLICATION FOR

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

RESOURCE TYPE

SITE ADDRESS  & PARCEL NUMBER and/or HISTORIC NAME

 

  

 
 

 

    

 

  

Material specs: type, dimensions, color & manufacturer

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

revised Jan. 2023

 
 
  

 
 

Formal Procedure
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to 
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of 
Davenport. Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant 
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required.  Inaccurate or 
incomplete applications may result in delay of applicant's scheduled meetings.

(2) Scope of Commission's Consideration:
Only work described in the application may be approved.
If insufficient information exists to make a proper judgment on the application, the Commission 
may continue the consideration a maximum of 60 days,  excluding applicant's continuances.

(3) Post Commission Ruling:
An approved Cert. of Appropriateness does not constitute a City permit or license and does vest 
against any other land development regulation or regulatory approval. Applicant must contact 
necessary development authorities.
Appeals to determinations are $75 made to City Council and shall be in writing submitted to
the Zoning Administrator within 30 calendar days of Commission’s decision.

ALL SUBMITTALS SHALL INCLUDE:

Full Scope of Work (SOW) attached as a .PDF
all work  & materials  shall be described  &  itemized/listed in detail

Photos or renderings of all existing building/sign façades 

Proposed color building/sign elevations to scale
rendered showing existing and/or proposed building materials

 

 

 
 
 

MEETING DATESUBMITTAL DATE

 

 

 
 
 

Materials Board of sample building materials proposed 

APPLICABILITY  PRIOR to any work  on applicable Historic Resources:

A Certificate of Appropriateness must be submitted & approved 
PRIOR to the commencement of the following:
  Any Building or Sign Permit changing the exterior (except demo)
  New construction/Addition or exterior alteration of a structure
  Sign installation or alteration

Demolition of any local or national historic resources shall require
a Historic Demolition Request Application

 
 
  
 

 

 

  
 

 

Acceptance of Applicant

I, the undersigned, certify that the information on this application to the best of
my knowledge is true and correct.  I further certify that I have a legal interest in
the property in question, and/or that I am  legally able to represent all other 
persons or entities with interest in this property, and acknowledge formal 
procedure and submittal requirements.

I understand I am responsible for attendance at the meeting as shown on the 
historic preservation commission calendar.  The City  reserves the right to 
require further site studies as necessary.

By checking this box and typing my name below,
I am electronically signing this application.

Type Applicant's Name here to serve as a signature

CITY OF  DAVENPORT
Development  &  Neighborhood
Services  _  Planning
1200 E. 46th  St
Davenport, IA  52807

mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
https://www.davenportiowa.com/planning
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/data=!4m7!3m6!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h!19sChIJYYlGY6814ocRiQKzI4SWRVE?authuser=0&hl=en&rclk=1
tel:5633286198
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/one.aspx?pageId=7274112
https://beacon.schneidercorp.com/Application.aspx?AppID=1024&PageType=Search
https://www.davenportiowa.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=6481456&pageId=16764902
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Davenport+Public+Works/@41.5689532,-90.5562182,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87e235af63468961:0x5145968423b30289!8m2!3d41.5689532!4d-90.5562182!16s%2Fg%2F1tj5lq4h?authuser=0&hl=en
tel:5633266198
mailto:planning@davenportiowa.com
www.davenportiowa.com/dns
https://ecode360.com/35577272#35577346


Submittal Meeting
 Friday   (12:00 PM) Tuesday   (5:00 PM)

Email application to:  planning@davenportiowa.com Meeting Appearance is REQUIRED at:

or deliver application to: Planning | Public Works Council Chambers | City Hall  

1200 E 46th St | Davenport IA  52807  226 W 4th St | Davenport IA  52801

12/30/22 01/10/23

02/03/23 02/14/23

03/03/23 03/14/23

03/31/23 04/11/23

04/28/23 05/09/23

06/02/23 06/13/23

06/30/23 07/11/23

07/28/23 08/08/23

09/01/23 09/12/23

09/29/23 10/10/23

11/03/23 11/14/23

12/01/23 12/12/23

11/25/22 01/10/23

12/30/22 02/14/23

01/27/23 03/14/23

02/24/23 04/11/23

03/24/23 05/09/23

04/28/23 06/13/23

05/26/23 07/11/23

06/23/23 08/08/23

07/28/23 09/12/23

08/25/23 10/10/23

09/29/23 11/14/23

10/27/23 12/12/23

HPC Meeting Calendar | 2023
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION | CITY OF DAVENPORT IOWA

Phone Contact: 563.326.6198

Contact  planning@davenportiowa.com  to submit completed applications or to confirm meeting date/time

The Applicant and/or their representatives are required to attend the HPC Meeting

Meetings are generally held the 2 nd Tuesday of each month

* Date changed due to observed holiday | Any and all Date/Location/Time are subject to change

General Business Requests
 (certificates, demolition reviews, national nominations)

Local Landmark Requests



N

DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY EXISTING BUILDING 09/01/2023



N

DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY OPTION 1

'DAVENPORT PUBLIC
LIBRARY' SIGNAGE COLUMN

METAL ANGLES ADHERED TO
EXISTING PARTIAL HEIGHT WALL,
ALIGNING WITH ROOF CUTOUTS

RELOCATION OF
BIKE STATION

ADA RAMP RELOCATION ON
NORTH PORTION OF ENTRY
PROTRUDTING OUT

QUAD CITIES ART PAD

09/01/2023



N

DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY OPTION 2 09/01/2023

'LIBRARY' SIGNAGE
ON PARTIAL HEIGHT
WALL WITH LOGO

RAISED PLANTER BEDS

QUAD CITIES ART PAD

ADA RAMP RELOCATION
ON NORTH PORTION OF
ENTRY PROTRUDTING IN

RELOCATION OF
BIKE STATION



N

DAVENPORT PUBLIC LIBRARY

2023 RENOVATIONS TO MAIN LIBRARY

BOOK STACK SCULPTURE

1'-6" HEIGHT METAL
RAILING ON EXISTING
PARTIAL HEIGHT WALL

QUAD CITIES ART PAD

ADA RAMP RELOCATION ON
NORTH, RAMP ON SOUTH,
STAIRS INBETWEEN

RELOCATION OF BIKE STATION

BOOK SCULPTURES
WITH 'LIBRARY'
SPELLED

OPTION 2 09/01/2023















































City of Davenport
Historic Preservation Commission

Department:  DNS
Contact Info:  Laura Berkley | 563-888-3553

Date
 9/12/2023

Subject:
Review of Commission Bylaws

Recommendation:
Adopt the Bylaws.

Background:
The Historic Preservation Commission Bylaws were last amended on March 13, 2001. The
current version online are the most up-to-date.
 
The City adopted a new Zoning Ordinance in 2019, which caused several reference errors
embedded in other sections of the Municipal Code. Staff are correcting reference errors when
encountered.  Reference errors can be ignored until updates are made as the Commission continues to
operate in compliance with the Historic Preservation Ordinance and Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal
Code.
 
City staff propose the following timeline for revising and adopting Bylaws:

1. April Meeting: Distribute existing Bylaws and relevant code sections to Commissioners.
2. April-May: City staff will draft corrections to the Bylaws and review with the Legal

Department.
3. June Meeting: Staff will provide a draft to Commissioners for discussion. Commissioners

can submit comments and recommendations to staff for further revision. 
4. July Meeting: Review draft of Bylaws.

If no additional revisions are warranted, the Commission may take formal action
approving the Bylaws. 
If additional edits are desired, then staff can further revise the Bylaws for formal action
at the August 8, 2023 meeting. 

 
Staff consulted with other Iowa municipalities regarding historic preservation bylaws. Included is a
complete rewrite of Davenport's bylaws.
 
Attached is a final draft of the Bylaws. Staff made revisions based on the discussion at the August
meeting and feedback from the Legal Department. The revised language regarding election procedure
have been highlighted for clarity.  
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material Final Draft of Bylaws
Backup Material Historic Preservation Commission Bylaws
Backup Material Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal Code
Backup Material Title 14-Historic Preservation Ordinance

REVIEWERS:



Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Werderitch, Matt Approved 8/15/2023 - 10:27 AM



 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA 

 
BYLAWS 

 
ARTICLE I 

NAME 
 

The name of the Commission is the “Davenport Historic Preservation Commission” and is herein 
referred to as the “Commission”. 
 

ARTICLE II 
POWER AND DUTIES 

 
The Commission shall be governed by the terms of Chapter 2.65 and Title 14 of the Municipal Code of 
the City of Davenport, Iowa and the laws of the State of Iowa, as amended time to time.  
 

ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
SECTION 1: MEMBERSHIP 
Membership eligibility and composition are outlined in Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal Code of the City of 
Davenport, Iowa.  
 
SECTION 2: ORIENTATION FOR NEW MEMBERS  
Prior to the first regular meeting following appointment, a new member will be provided with copies of 
the Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance, Chapter 2.65 of the City of Davenport Municipal Code, 
Bylaws, and other documentation useful to the member in carrying out the duties of the Commission. 
Each new member will receive an orientation briefing by the Commission Secretary, which includes a 
review of the duties and obligations of a member and a review of current business before the 
Commission. 
 
SECTION 3: RESIGNATIONS  
Resignations must be submitted in writing declaring an effective date to the Commission Secretary.  
 
SECTION 4: ABSENCES 
Commission members are expected to attend all regular and special meetings of the Commission. Prior 
to any scheduled meeting, members shall notify the Commission Secretary regarding any excused or 
anticipated absences. Failure to attend meetings as outlined in Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal Code may 
be subject to forfeiture of appointment. 
 

ARTICLE IV 
OFFICES 

 
SECTION 1: ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE  

A. The Commission, at the second regular meeting of the calendar year, shall elect to office from 
its membership a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, each to hold office for one (1) year. Both 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson shall be eligible for reelection. However, a Commissioner 



 

 

shall serve no more than two consecutive terms as Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson. Election of 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson shall be by a separate ballot vote. The Commission shall first 
elect a Chairperson, then a Vice-Chairperson. A Commissioner may only hold the position of one 
office. 

B. Nominations will be held at the first regular meeting of the calendar year. Commissioners may 
nominate themselves or another Commissioner. Nominees may submit a written statement to 
the Commission Secretary expressing their qualifications and interest of an office, which will be 
included in the next meeting packet.  

 
SECTION 2: POWERS AND DUTIES OF CHAIRPERSON 
The Chairperson shall: 

A. Preside at meetings of the Commission; 
B. Call special meetings; 
C. Establish committees and appoint members thereto; 
D. Sign official documents adopted or approved by the Commission; and 
E. See that all actions for the Commission are properly taken and carried out. 

 
SECTION 3: POWERS AND DUTIES OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON 
During the absence, disability, or disqualification of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson must exercise 
all the powers and duties of the Chairperson. 
 
SECTION 4: REPLACEMENT OF OFFICERS 
In the event any office of the Commission becomes vacant, a replacement must be elected at the next 
regular meeting to serve the unexpired term of the vacated office.  
 
SECTION 5: TEMPORARY ABSENCE AND APPOINTMENTS OF OFFICERS 
If both the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson are absent and a quorum is present, a temporary 
Chairperson for that one meeting shall be elected by those members in attendance. The temporary 
Chairperson shall carry out the duties of the Commission. 
 
SECTION 6: COMMISSION SECRETARY 
City staff designated by the Director of the Department of Development & Neighborhood Services shall 
provide staff support to the Board. Upon request, staff will provide records, documents, or other 
information which the Commission may need for its consideration in connection with its duties.  
 

ARTICLE V 
MEETINGS 

 
SECTION 1: REGULAR MEETINGS 
The Commission shall conduct regularly scheduled meetings pursuant to Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal 
Code. The regular monthly meetings of the Commission shall be held on Tuesdays beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
Meetings are generally the second Tuesday of each month; however, variations may occur due to 
holidays or scheduling conflicts. All regular meetings shall be held at the City Hall Council Chambers, 226 
West 4th Street, unless otherwise specified.  
 
SECTION 2: SPECIAL MEETINGS  
The Commission shall conduct special meetings pursuant to Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal Code. Special 
meetings may be called by the Chairperson or upon written request by three members of the 



 

 

Commission. Special meetings shall be held at the time and location as determined by the Chairperson 
or three requesting members of the Commission. 
 
SECTION 3: WORK SESSIONS 
The Commission shall conduct work sessions pursuant to Chapter 2.65 of the Municipal Code. Work 
sessions may be called by the Chairperson or upon written request by three members of the 
Commission. Work sessions shall be held at the time and location as determined by the Chairperson or 
three requesting members of the Commission. The purpose of a work session is to discuss items related 
to historic preservation, which will not require a formal vote at a later date. No business will be 
transacted during a work session.  
 
SECTION 4: NOTICE 
Adequate notice of all Commission meetings must be given to encourage attendance by members and 
other interested persons and to meet all requirements of law. All Commission meetings are open to the 
public as required by the Iowa Open Meetings Law (Iowa Code Chapter 21). 
 
SECTION 5: QUORUM  
The presence of a majority of the official members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum to 
legally transact Commission business. Without a quorum, no business will be transacted and no official 
action on any matter will take place. 
 
SECTION 6: VOTING 

A. Requirements: The concurring vote of a majority of the quorum is necessary for any formal 
action by the Commission; 

B. Procedure: Voting on formal applications before the Commission will be by voice roll call, called 
by the Commission Secretary. All Commissioners, including the Chairperson, are required to cast 
a vote upon each motion.  

C. Commissioners have the option to vote “Yes”, “No”, or “Abstain”. A Commissioner may abstain 
from a vote if the Commissioner believes there is a conflict of interest as provided in Section 7.  

D. Meeting Attendance: Commissioners are expected to be physically present at the meeting in 
order to exercise their vote. Remote voting may be authorized by the Chairperson if given 
proper notification in advance of a meeting.   

 
SECTION 7: CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
A member of the Commission must abstain from participating in a matter before the Commission when 
the member has a conflict of interest or an appearance of impropriety. Conflict of interest shall mean a 
direct and personal interest in the outcome of the proceedings. An appearance of impropriety shall 
mean an apparent conflict of interest based on objective standards. A member of the Commission shall 
declare their conflict or appearance of impropriety as soon as the matter comes before the Commission 
for discussion or as soon thereafter as the member becomes aware of the appearance of the 
impropriety or conflict. Thereafter, the member shall take no part in the discussion or vote on the 
matter. 
 
SECTION 8: EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 
No member of the Commission is qualified to speak for the Commission or to give public expression, 
including news releases, of the opinion, attitude or action of the Commission on any matter, unless 
specifically directed to do so by motion of the Commission. The right of a member of the Commission as 
a citizen to his/her personal opinion, written or spoken, is not denied. 



 

 

 
It is the policy of the Historic Preservation Commission that members not attend private meetings 
whose principal purpose is to discuss business that is before or will come before the Commission, unless 
such attendance is approved by the Commission by motion prior to the private meeting. 
 
Ex Parte means communication between a Commission member(s) and a party or third party outside of 
duly scheduled meetings on an issue pending before the Commission or that will be brought before the 
Commission. Ex Parte communications should be avoided because they raise the issue of due process 
fairness. In the event a situation arises where they occur, the member shall place on the public record 
the sum and substance of the communication to enable interested persons to rebut the 
communications. 
 
SECTION 9: ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER  
Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the Commission meetings in all cases where these rules do not 
provide for the procedures to be followed. 
 
SECTION 10: MINUTES 
The minutes must be approved at the next regular meeting by formal action of the Commission. The 
minutes must then become part of the permanent records of the Commission.  
 
SECTION 11: OPEN MEETINGS LAW 
All actions of the Commission must comply with the Iowa Open Meetings Law (Iowa Code Chapter 21) 
 
SECTION 12: OPEN RECORDS  
All letters, petitions, documents, and other materials submitted to and/or generated by the Commission 
are public records open to public viewing at the Department of Development & Neighborhood Services, 
Public Works Facility, 1200 East 46th Street, as provided in Iowa Code Chapter 22. A charge may be 
levied for copies of such materials. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
AGENDA 

 
SECTION 1: ORDER OF AGENDA ITEMS 
The order of business shall be as follows: 

I. Call to Order 
II. Secretary’s Report 

III. Communications 
IV. Old Business 
V. New Business 

VI. Other Business 
VII. Open Forum for Comment 

VIII. Adjourn 
 

ARTICLE VII 
AMENDMENT OF BY-LAWS 

 



 

 

The foregoing bylaws, or any part thereof, may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the 
Commission. A vote of no fewer than five (5) members approving said amendment shall be required. An 
affirmative vote on the motion to amend the bylaws cannot be reconsidered.  



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
City of Davenport, Iowa 

 
“Bylaws” * 

 
 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

General Rules 
 

The Commission shall be governed by the terms of the Historic Preservation Ordinance as 
contained in Section 17.23 of the 1990 Municipal Code of the City of Davenport, Iowa and 
by the terms of the Code of Iowa, Chapter 303, as amended time to time. 
 

 
ARTICLE II 

 
Membership 

 
The Commission shall consist of nine (9) members and be governed by the provisions 
contained in Section 17.23.040 of the 1990 Municipal Code. 
 
 

ARTICLE III 
 

Officers 
 
The Commission shall elect by secret ballot from its membership a Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson.  The officers’ duties and terms of office shall be those described in Section 
17.23.040(I) of the 1990 Municipal Code. 
 
The Commission Secretary shall provide staff support to the Commission in accordance 
with the provisions contained in section 17.23.040(J) of the 1990 Municipal Code.  The 
Commission may assign the Commission Secretary other duties and responsibilities at its 
discretion. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 

Meetings 
 
The Commission shall conduct regularly scheduled meetings and special meetings pursuant 
to Sections 17.23.040(G) and 17.23.040(H) of the 1990 Municipal Code. 
 
 
    
*as amended 03/13/01 
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Voting on formal applications before the Commission will be by voice roll call, called by 
the Commission Secretary, and will be recorded by yeas and nays or present, which will act 
as neither a yea or a nay.  Members shall be physically present at the meeting in order to 
exercise their vote.  Proxy voting and voting by mail or telephone are prohibited. 
 
Prior to formal consideration of a request for demolition of a designated local landmark or a 
property located within a designated local or national historic district, the Commission shall 
meet with the petitioner in an informal work session.  The purpose of this work session is to 
discuss the criteria to warranting demolition as stipulated in the City Code, and to discuss 
viable alternatives to demolition.  
 

Conflict of Interest 
 
In accordance with the provisions contained in Section 17.23.040(K) of the 1990 Municipal 
Code, a member of the Commission must abstain from participating in a matter before the 
Commission when the member has a conflict of interest or an appearance of impropriety.  
Conflict of interest shall mean a direct and personal interest in the outcome of the 
proceedings.  An appearance of impropriety shall mean an apparent conflict of interest based 
on objective standards.  A member of the Commission shall declare their conflict or 
appearance of impropriety as soon as the matter comes before the Commission for 
discussion or as soon thereafter as the member becomes aware of the appearance of the 
impropriety or conflict.  Thereafter, the member shall take no part in the discussion or vote 
on the matter. 
 

Ex Parte Communications 
 
No member of the Commission is qualified to speak for the Commission or to give public 
expression, including news releases, of the opinion, attitude or action of the Commission on 
any matter, unless specifically directed to do so by motion of the Commission.  The right of 
a member of the Commission as a citizen to his/her personal opinion, written or spoken, is 
not denied. 
 
It is the policy of the Historic Preservation Commission that members not attend private 
meetings whose principal purpose is to discuss business that is before or will come before 
the Commission, unless such attendance is approved by the Commission by motion prior to 
the private meeting. 
 
Ex Parte means communication between a Commission member(s) and a party or third party 
outside of duly scheduled meetings on an issue pending before the Commission or that will 
be brought before the Commission.  Ex Parte communications should be avoided because 
they raise the issue of due process fairness.  In the event a situation arises where they occur, 
the member shall place on the public record the sum and substance of the communication to 
enable interested persons to rebut the communications. 
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ARTICLE V 
 

Powers and Duties of the Commission 
 
The Commission shall have the powers and duties granted in Section 17.23.050 of the 1990 
Municipal Code, as amended time to time. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

Rules of Order 
 
Roberts Rule of Order, Revised, will govern the Commission meetings in all cases where 
these rules to not provide for the procedures to be followed. 
 
The foregoing bylaws, or any part thereof, may be amended at any regular or specially-
called meeting of the Commission where not less than three (3) days notice and a copy of 
the proposed amendment has been provided to all members of the Commission.  A vote of 
not less than six (6) members approving said amendment shall be required.  An affirmative 
vote on the motion to amend the bylaws cannot be reconsidered. 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 2.65
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

2.65.010. Creation. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

The historic preservation commission of the City of Davenport is
hereby established. The word "commission", when used in this
chapter, means the historic preservation commission.

2.65.020. Eligibility. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

All members of the commission shall be legal residents of the City of
Davenport or own a property within the City of Davenport, which is
a designated Local Landmark or is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

2.65.030. Composition. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

The commission shall consist of seven members. Members shall
demonstrate positive experience or interest in historic preservation
and/or cultural resource management. Members shall include, but
are not limited to, architects, urban designers, urban planners,
architectural historians, landscape architects, civil or structural
engineers, real estate development professionals and contractors.

2.65.040. Compensation. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

Members shall serve without compensation.

2.65.050. Method of appointment. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

Members shall be appointed by the Mayor, with the approval of the
City Council.

2.65.060. Terms. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

Members shall serve terms of three years, provided however that
all members shall hold over until their successors are appointed and
approved. Appointments shall be staggered such that no more than
three members are appointed and approved each year. Appointments
for non-reappointed members shall begin from the date of the expired
term of the non-reappointed member. Vacancies occurring on the
commission, other than those due to the normal expiration of term
of office, shall be filled only for the unexpired portion of the former
member's term.
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2.65.070. Forfeiture of appointment. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

A member shall forfeit his or her appointment to the commission if he
or she changes their legal residence to outside the City's corporate
limits, no longer owns a property within the City of Davenport, which
is a designated Local Landmark or is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places or fails to attend in person at least two- thirds of all
regularly scheduled meetings during the calendar year.

2.65.080. Meetings. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

Meetings shall be held at regularly scheduled times and location
as determined by the commission. All meetings shall be open to
the public. Special meetings may be called by the chairperson or
upon written request by three members of the commission. Special
meetings shall be held at the time and location as determined by
the chairperson or three requesting members of the commission. All
meetings shall be in accordance with Iowa Open Meetings Law, Iowa
Code, Chapter 21.

A public record of meetings shall contain the minutes, attendance
records, voting results and summaries of all pertinent action of the
commission. A copy shall be filed with the City of Davenport
community planning and economic development department for
public review.

2.65.090. Quorum. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

The presence of a majority of the official members of the commission
shall constitute a quorum to legally transact commission business.

2.65.100. Powers and duties. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 3]

The commission shall have and exercise all the powers and privileges
and shall perform the duties and conduct as established by state law,
or as same may be from time to time amended and the provisions
thereof being incorporated herein by reference, and such other
powers and duties as may from time to time be conferred by or
imposed upon it by law.

The historic preservation commission shall have the following powers
and duties:

A. To adopt its own administrative and procedural guidelines; and

B. To maintain an ongoing survey designed to identify structures
and districts potentially qualifying for local designation. The
commission may initiate the nomination process and shall
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respond to a petition by the owner(s) of record for local landmark
or historic district designation and placement onto the local
register; and

C. To maintain an ongoing survey designed to identify structures
and districts potentially qualifying for the National Register of
Historic Places. The commission may initiate the nomination
process, and review and comment on a petition for nomination
from any person, group or association for the National Register of
Historic Places. This subsection is not to be interpreted as
meaning that all structures, sites, objects and districts identified
as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places shall be
automatically approved by the City Council and accepted onto the
local register; and

D. To recommend to the City Council for consideration and adoption,
ordinances designating architecturally and historically significant
structures and areas as local landmarks and historic districts; and

E. To maintain records of all studies and inventories for public use.
This will include listings of all structures and districts that have
been listed on the National Register of Historic Places and all
structures and districts that have been designated as local
landmarks and historic districts by the City Council. This latter
list will be known as the Davenport Register of Historic
Properties; and

F. To hold public meetings to consider any action officially before
the commission; and

G. To review and take action on applications for a certificate of
appropriateness, a certificate of economic hardship and a
certificate of public hazard; and

H. To call upon City staff and/or outside experts for technical advice;
and

I. To promote and conduct public education and interpretive
programs on local history, including the City's inventory of
architecturally and historically significant structures and
districts; and

J. To periodically review and make recommendations to the City
Council proposed revisions to the Historic Preservation chapter
of the City's comprehensive plan and to assist in the development
of policies and procedures under the ordinance for Securing of
Abandoned Buildings; and
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2.65.110. City officers and employees to assist. [Ord. No.
2019-02 § 3]

It shall be the duty of all City officers and employees of the City
to provide assistance to the commission and its members as this
will enable the board to most effectively perform its duties. City
officers and employees of the City are authorized and directed to
furnish to the commission, upon its request, records, documents,
other information which the commission may need for its
consideration in connection with its duties.

K. To testify before all boards and commissions on any matter
involving a local landmark or designated historic district, such as
but not limited to proposed zoning amendments, applications for
special use or applications for zoning variances; and

L. To develop and recommend to the City Council for adoption,
individual design guidelines for designated landmarks and
historic districts in Addition to the guidelines contained in the
historic preservation ordinance. This includes design guidelines
appropriate for rehabilitation, reconstruction and infill
development specific to each individual designated historic
district; and

M. To provide information upon request to the owners of local
landmarks or to residents in designated historic districts
pertaining to the appropriate preservation, rehabilitation and
reuse options and the available financial assistance programs for
the rehabilitation of designated property; and

N. To make recommendations to the City Council regarding the
appropriate streetscape improvements, with adequate technical
and public input, for designated historic districts. This also
includes the system of signs used to announce the designated
historic district and the plaques used to identify individual
structures.

The commission shall adopt its own rules of procedure not in
conflict with this Chapter or with the Iowa Code.
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Chapter 14.01
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

14.01.010. Short title. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

This chapter shall be known as the "Historic Preservation Ordinance" of the
City of Davenport, Iowa.

14.01.020. Purpose. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

The purpose of this chapter is to promote the educational, cultural,
aesthetic, economic and general welfare of the City of Davenport by:

14.01.030. Definitions. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

A. Providing a mechanism for the community to identify, protect and enjoy
the distinctive historical and architectural characteristics of Davenport
which represent a visual legacy of the City's cultural, social, economic,
political and architectural heritage; and

B. Fostering civic pride, through public education, by formally recognizing
and honoring the notable accomplishments of past citizens as
represented in the City's historic structures, sites, objects and districts;
and

C. Stabilizing and/or increasing property values by encouraging the
conservation, through sympathetic rehabilitation and/or reuse, of
historically or architecturally significant properties; and

D. Preserving and enhancing the City's attractiveness to potential home
buyers, tourists, businesses wanting to relocate and other visitors,
thereby supporting and promoting commercial development and
economic benefit to the City's economy; and lastly,

E. Encouraging the stabilization, rehabilitation and conservation of the
existing building stock, including the prevention of needless demolition
of structurally-sound buildings, in order to strengthen the City's
neighborhoods and to prevent future urban blight.

A. ALTERATION – Means any activity requiring a building, sign or
demolition permit which materially or visually changes the exterior
architectural features, elements and appearance of a structure. This
includes, but is not limited to, construction, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, relocation and demolition, in whole or in part.

B. APPURTENANT FIXTURE – Means something that belongs to or is
attached to something else, either physically or legally.

C. ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE – Means and includes the exterior
elements of a structure or site and their arrangement which define a
particular architectural style, character and/or uniqueness. These
elements include, but are not limited to, the following: facade materials,
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windows, doors, mill-work, roof-cresting, fences, gates, light fixtures,
signs, and all other appurtenant fixtures.

D. ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE – Means a structure possessing any
of the following characteristics is said to have architectural
significance:

1. The structure is the work of or is associated with a noted architect,
builder, craftsman or architectural firm; and/or

2. The structure is an exceptional example of a particular
architectural design or style (whether local or typical) in terms of
detail, material and workmanship; and/or

3. The structure is one of the few remaining examples of a particular
use or is an example which does not clearly represent a major style
but has a high degree of integrity, as defined herein; and/or

4. The structure is one of a contiguous grouping that provide a sense
of cohesiveness expressed through a similarity of design, style,
time period or method of construction and adding to the unique
character of the area; and/or

5. The detail, material and workmanship can be valued in and of
themselves as reflective of or similar to those of the majority of the
other visual elements in the area.

E. BUILDING – Means a structure created to shelter any form of human
activity, such as a house, garage (or carriage house), warehouse,
factory, barn, church, hotel or similar structure. Buildings may refer to
a historically-related grouping of structures such as a courthouse and
jail or a house and barn. This term is a subset of "structure" as defined
in this section.

F. CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – Means a document issued by
the local historic preservation commission indicating its approval of
work plans prior to a proposed change in the exterior architectural
appearance, material or character of a designated landmark or a
structure located within a designated historic district through
alteration, rehabilitation, restoration, construction and reconstruction.
It shall be required only for activities covered by the building and sign
permit procedure.

G. CERTIFICATE OF ECONOMIC HARDSHIP – Means a certificate issued
by the historic preservation commission, or by the City Council upon
appeal, based on financial and economic criteria, authorizing the
demolition, in whole or in part, of a designated structure.

H. CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC HAZARD – Means a certificate issued by the
historic preservation commission for the partial or complete demolition
of a structure because it poses an immediate, definite and serious
threat to the life, health and safety of the general public.
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I. COMPATIBLE – Means to coexist with harmony and consistency.

J. CONSTRUCTION – Means building activity which physically attaches
new floor space, walls and/or ceiling(s) to an existing structure or
erects a new principal or accessory structure on a parcel of land.

K. DEMOLITION – Means any act requiring a building or demolition
permit which removes or destroys, in whole or in part, any exterior
architectural feature of a local landmark or a structure within a
designated historic district.

L. DESIGN CRITERIA – Means a standard of appropriate and permissible
work that will retain and preserve the architectural and historic
character of a designated structure and/or district.

M. DESIGNATED – Means the status officially assigned to a structure or
district by the City Council, based on a recommendation of the historic
preservation commission, due to its architectural and/or historical
significance, as defined herein.

N. DESIGNATED PROPERTY – Means the short term for a designated
landmark, a designated district or a structure located within a
designated district.

O. DISTRICT – Means an area of historical significance designated by
ordinance of the City Council, as provided in Chapter 303.34 of the
Iowa State Code.

P. EXTERIOR ARCHITECTURAL APPEARANCE – Means and includes the
architectural treatment and general arrangement of all exterior
elements of a structure. This includes, but is not limited to, the color,
texture and kind of materials, and the type and size of all windows,
doors, roof details, light fixtures, signs and appurtenant fixtures.

Q. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE – Means structures or districts which
possess any of the following traits are said to have historical
significance:

1. Are significant in American history, architecture, archaeology and
culture; and/or

2. Possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, skill,
feeling and association; and/or

3. Are associated with events that have been a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or

4. Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

5. Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of
construction, represent the work of a master, possess high artistic
values, represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; and
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6. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in
prehistory and history.

R. IMPROVEMENT – Means any structure, object, parking facility, fence,
gate, wall, walkway, work of art, landscape feature or other item
constituting a physical betterment of real property.

S. IMPROVEMENT PARCEL – Means the unit of land, which may contain
an improvement as defined in this section and which is treated as a
single entity for the purpose of levying real estate taxes.

T. INFILL DEVELOPMENT – Means new construction and/or other
physical improvement of vacant land within a designated historic
district.

U. INTEGRITY TAKEN AS A WHOLE, – Means the degree in which a
structure, site, object or district retains its original design, materials,
configuration or character.

V. LOCAL LANDMARK – Means a structure or district identified by the
historic preservation commission and designated by the City Council as
satisfying the criteria as architecturally and/or historically significant,
as defined herein. Structures and districts officially receiving local
landmark status shall hereby be regulated by this chapter and shall be
listed on the "Davenport Register of Historic Properties".

W. LOCAL REGISTER – Means the short term for the Davenport Register
of Historic Properties.

X. NOMINATED PROPERTY – Means a structure and/or district that is
officially before the historic preservation commission and the City
Council for review of eligibility for designation.

Y. NUISANCE – Means a building or structure found to be in substantial
violation of City building, fire and/or housing codes.

Z. OWNER(S) OF RECORD – Means the person(s), corporation or other
legal entity listed as owner(s) of real property for taxation purposes in
the records of the Scott County, Iowa, Recorder of Deeds.

AA. REHABILITATION – Means the act of returning a property to a state of
utility which makes possible a contemporary use while preserving those
portions or features of the property which are significant to its
historical, architectural and cultural values. Re-habilitation activities
require a building permit.

BB. RELOCATION – Means the removing of a structure, in whole or in part,
from its original site to be situated or reconstructed on another site.

CC. REPAIR – Means any maintenance of a structure that does not require a
building permit.
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14.01.040. Commission designation process. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

DD. REPLACEMENT-IN-KIND – Means the act of replacing an architectural
feature of a designated structure so as not to alter its visual appearance
and character. This is accomplished by using replacement materials
that replicate the previous historic feature in design, size, texture and
visual appearance.

EE. RESTORATION – Means the act or process of accurately recovering the
form and details, using documentary evidence, of a structure and/or a
district and its setting, as it appeared at a particular period of time, by
means of the removal of later work, repair or by replacement-in-kind of
missing historic architectural features.

FF. SCALE IN A STRUCTURE – Is the relationship of vertical, horizontal
and depth dimensions. With a district, it is the comparative relationship
of the massing of the buildings, open spaces and landscape features.

GG. STRUCTURE – Means anything constructed or erected, the use of
which requires permanent or temporary location on or in the ground,
including but not limited to: buildings, fences, bridges, gazebos,
fountains, statuary, advertising signs, billboards, backstops for tennis
courts, radio and television antennas (including supporting towers and
satellite dishes) and swimming pools.

A. Application process. The legal owner(s) of record or the commission,
may nominate a single structure for designation as a local landmark or
an area as a historic district. Upon application, the commission
secretary shall inform the applicant of the information needed by the
commission to adequately consider the nomination.

To nominate a district for designation by the legal owners of record,
a petition requesting nomination must be signed and submitted by the
owners of record representing at least 51% of the total area of the
proposed district, excluding public rights-of-way. After the names on the
petition are verified as legal real property owners within the proposed
district, the commission secretary shall notify the applicant(s) that the
nomination process may continue. A copy of the petition shall also be
submitted to the State Historical Society of Iowa for its review and
recommendation.

B. Designation criteria. The commission shall, after such investigation as
it deems necessary, make a recommendation to the City Council as to
whether a nominated structure or district qualifies for the local register.
To qualify, a property must satisfy one or more of the following criteria:

1. It is associated with events or persons that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of the history of the City, county,
state and/or the nation; and/or
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2. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural style
valuable for the study of a type, period or method of construction;
and/or

3. It represents the work of a master builder, craftsman, architect,
engineer or landscape architect or possesses high artistic values.

C. Notification of nomination. Upon receipt of a properly completed
application for designation, the commission shall place the nomination
on the agenda within 60 calendar days. A notice shall be placed in a
newspaper of general circulation not less than four nor more than 20
calendar days prior to the scheduled meeting stating the commission's
intent to consider an application for designation. It shall contain, at the
minimum, the nominated property's address, legal description and the
date, time and location of the public meeting. If a district is nominated,
in addition to the published public notice, a letter explaining the
proposed designation shall be sent by regular mail to the owner(s) of
record of real property within the proposed historic district. The
commission's meeting agenda shall also be posted on the first floor City
hall bulletin board used for such purposes no less than one business day
prior to the scheduled time of the meeting.

D. Designation - public meeting. Upon submittal of a complete application,
the commission shall conduct a public meeting to consider the
designation of the nominated structure and/or district. Any interested
person, group of persons or organization may submit oral and/or
written testimony concerning the significance of the nominated
property. The commission may also consider staff reports, and request
and/or hear expert testimony.

E. Burden of documentation. The nominator(s) shall have the burden of
proof to provide sufficient evidence and documentation that the
nominated structure and/or district is worthy of local landmark status.

F. Recommendation by the commission. To recommend the designation of
local landmarks or historic districts, the commission must pass by a
simple majority vote of the members present, a vote in the affirmative.
In the case of a proposed historic district, when owners of more than
33 1/3% of the proposed district's area, excluding public rights-of-way
and other publicly-owned property, state their disapproval in writing on
an owner comment on designation form before or during the
commission's first public meeting conducted to formally consider the
nomination, a super-majority vote of three-fourths of the commission
members present shall be required to recommend designation as a local
historic district.

The commission's recommendation for approval of the designation shall
be forwarded to the City Council for final review and consideration.
If the commission determines that the nominated property does not
satisfy the criteria for designation, the nomination process shall cease.
However, a property denied designation as part of a proposed historic
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district may seek individual local landmark status at any time following
the commission's or City Council's first denial. An individual structure
denied designation as a local landmark may be considered for the Local
Register as part of a nominated historic district at any time following
its initial denial.

G. Documentation of recommendation. All commission recommendations
shall be adopted by vote in a public meeting and shall be accompanied
by a report stating the following information:

1. A map showing the location of the nominated structure and/or the
boundaries of the proposed district; and

2. An explanation of the architectural and/or historical significance of
the nominated structure and/or district as it relates to the
designation criteria listed in Section 17.23.060B; and

3. An inventory of the significant exterior architectural features and
property improvements that should be protected from
inappropriate alterations; and

4. In the case of a designated district, a brief statement of the
architectural and/or historical significance and character unique to
the neighborhood that should be preserved for future generations.
This statement may include design guidelines for new construction
or infill development, signage, parking regulations and streetscape
design or any other development issues affecting the physical
appearance and use of the district.

H. Interim permit process. No building, sign or demolition permit for
exterior work shall be issued for the alteration, construction,
reconstruction, relocation or demolition of a nominated local landmark
or for a property located within a nominated historic district from the
date of filing an application for nomination with the commission until
final disposition of said nomination by the commission and/or City
Council. The commission shall, however, establish and exercise
procedures allowing for the review and approval of emergency repairs
during this process. In no event shall this limitation on permits apply for
more than 120 calendar days without permission of the owner(s) of
record of the property.

I. Nonapplicability. This section nor this chapter is in no way intended to
and shall not prevent the demolition of a structure or object that the
City housing, building, fire or legal department or the City Council had
identified as being an immediate threat to the life, health and safety of
the general public pursuant to the Uniform Housing Code, is a fire
hazard pursuant to Uniform Fire Code or is a nuisance under state or
City law.

This section or this chapter shall have no effect on and shall not prevent
demolition of any building already documented as being in substantial
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14.01.050. Designation by City Council. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

14.01.060. Certificate of appropriateness review process. [Ord. No.
2019-02 § 4]

violation of the City's building, fire and/or housing codes before the
date this chapter is adopted.

A. Action by City Council. The City Council may vote to approve with
modifications or deny the ordinance for a proposed landmark or historic
district designation. If the City Council denies local landmark status for
the property and/or district, the same nominated property(s) may not
be reconsidered by the commission for designation during the twenty-
four-month period following the date of denial by the City Council,
except pursuant to the exceptions stated in Section 14.01.040G.

B. Notification of decision. The commission secretary shall notify the
nominator(s) by regular mail, of the City Council's determination. The
notification letter shall be postmarked no later than 15 business days
after the date of the City Council's ruling on said designation. If the
property is designated, the commission shall pay for and cause said
designation to be recorded on the property's chain of title by the Scott
County, Iowa Recorder of Deeds.

C. Amendments or rescissions. The designation of any landmark or
historic district may be amended or rescinded through the same
procedure utilized for the original designation.

A. Application for certificate of appropriateness. Upon application for a
building or sign permit that involves a designated property, the office of
construction code enforcement shall direct the applicant to the
commission secretary to begin the certificate of appropriateness
application process. A certificate of appropriateness must be obtained
from the commission for any activity requiring a building or sign
permit, except demolition, that would change the exterior architectural
appearance of a structure designated as a local landmark or a structure
located within a designated historic district. The activities covered shall
include new construction, exterior alterations, relocations,
reconstructions and infill development within designated historic
districts. This approval must be obtained prior to the commencement of
work and does not relieve the applicant from obtaining the other
approvals required by the City.

B. Notification about application. The commission secretary shall inform
the owner(s) of record of the date, time and location of the commission
meeting at which the application will be considered. The commission
secretary shall also post the commission's agenda on the first floor City
hall bulletin board used for such purposes no less than one business day
prior to the scheduled time of the meeting.
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C. Commission review process - Standards for review. In considering an
application for a certificate of appropriateness, the commission shall be
guided by the following general standards in addition to any other
standards or guidelines established by ordinance for a local landmark
or historic district. In all cases, these standards are to be applied in a
reasonable manner, taking into full consideration the issue of economic
feasibility and other technical considerations.

1. Every reasonable effort shall be made to make the minimal number
of changes necessary to maintain a designated property in a good
state of repair, thereby minimizing the impact of the proposed
alteration; and

2. The removal, alteration or concealing of distinguishing exterior
architectural features and historic material of a designated
property should be avoided when possible; and

3. All designated property shall be recognized as a product and
physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that create a
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural
architectural features shall be discouraged; and

4. Most properties change over time, and those changes that have
acquired architectural and/or historical significance in their own
right shall be recognized, respected and retained; and

5. Distinctive architectural features, construction techniques and/or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a designated property
shall be treated with due consideration; and

6. Deteriorated architectural features should, where possible, be
repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration
requires replacement, the new feature shall match the old in
design, color, texture and other visual qualities and, where
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be
substantiated by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence; and

7. Activities that cause deterioration of a designated property and its
architectural features shall be discouraged. In those cases where
the damage would be irreversible, such as sand-blasting and
wetblasting fire-hardened bricks, the activities shall be prohibited.
If cleaning is to be done, the gentlest means possible shall be
encouraged; and

8. Known significant archeological resources possibly affected by a
proposed activity shall be protected and preserved. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be
undertaken; and

9. New additions and related new construction shall not be
discouraged when such improvements do not destroy historic
material and such design is compatible with the size, massing,
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scale, color, materials and character of the property, neighborhood
and district, if applicable.

D. Design criteria to implement review standards. When the commission is
considering an application for a certificate of appropriateness, it shall
consider the following architectural design criteria, or elements of
design as they relate to the standards for review prescribed in Section
14.01.040C.

1. Height. The height of any proposed addition, construction or
reconstruction should be compatible with the designated property
and the surrounding structures, if located within a designated
historic district; and

2. Proportions. The proportions (width versus height relationship)
between doors and windows should be compatible, if not
replicated, with the architectural design and character of the
designated property; and

3. Scale. A proposed alteration, construction, reconstruction or
addition should not negatively impact the scale of the designated
property or district; and

4. Materials. Historic or original architectural features, or
replacement elements which in all ways replicated the original,
should be repaired whenever possible; and

5. Relationship of building masses and spaces. The relationship of a
structure within a designated historic district to the rear, side and
front yards between it and surrounding structures should be
compatible; and

6. Roof shape. The roof design and shape should remain consistent
with its original configuration and character; and

7. Site improvements. Landscaping and other site improvements,
including off-street parking, should have as minimal of an impact as
possible to the designated property's original plan/layout and its
visual character.

E. Determination by the commission. The commission shall review a
completed application for a certificate of appropriateness within 60
calendar days to determine if the proposed activity will change any
exterior architectural features of the designated property. The
commission shall accept, review and request additional evidence and
testimony from the applicant during the public hearing. The
commission shall work closely with the applicant and recognize the
importance of finding an appropriate way to meet the current needs of
the applicant. In addition, the commission shall recognize the
importance of approving plans that will be reasonable for the applicant
to carry out. The applicant may modify his/her plans as a result of the
discussions with the commission and resubmit them for approval. If the
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commission finds, by a simple majority, that the proposed activity
conforms to the standards for review, as defined herein, then a
certificate of appropriateness shall be issued approving said activity. If
the commission fails to decide on an application within the specified
time period, the application shall be deemed approved. If the
commission denies the certificate of appropriateness, the applicant
shall have the right of appeal to the City Council pursuant to Section
14.01.040I.

F. Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the
owner(s) of record within 15 business days of the commission's action.
If the commission denies the certificate of appropriateness, the
notification letter shall contain the reasons for denial and inform the
applicant of his/her right to appeal.

The commission secretary shall also notify the office of construction
code enforcement within three business days of the commission's
action. If the commission issues the certificate of appropriateness, the
commission secretary shall inform the chief building official of said
approval and that the proposed work satisfies the intent of this chapter.
However, if the commission denies the certificate of appropriateness,
the commission secretary shall ask that the building or sign permit not
be issued for said work unless an appeal to the City Council results in a
reversal of the commission's denial.

G. Appeal of commission determination. The owner(s) of record may
appeal the commission's decision to the City Council by filing a written
appeal with the City Clerk's office within 30 calendar days of the
postmark date of the notification of determination.

If no written appeals are submitted with the City Clerk's office within 30
calendar days, the commission's determination shall be the final action
by the City.

H. Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner at the time of
filing a written appeal to said determination with the City Clerk.

I. Appeal criteria. The City Council, after hearing all of the evidence, shall
review the commission's decision and base its ruling on the following
criteria:

1. Whether the commission has exercised its powers and followed the
guidelines established by law and ordinance; and

2. Whether the commission's actions were patently arbitrary and
capricious.

J. Appeal — Public meeting. The City Council shall, by simple majority of
the members present, approve or disapprove the issuance of the
certificate of appropriateness based upon the appeal criteria described
in Section 14.01.040I.
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14.01.070. Commission's demolition review process. [Ord. No.
2019-02 § 4]

The demolition of a designated local landmark or a property within a
designated historic district shall be prohibited unless, upon application for
and approval of, the commission issues a certificate of economic hardship
allowing said demolition. The owner(s) of record or the City may apply for a
demolition permit for designated properties.

A. Demolition application process. Demolition applications shall be made
to the office of construction code enforcement. The office of
construction code enforcement shall forward all demolition permit
requests for local landmarks and properties within designated historic
districts to the commission secretary within two business days of their
receipt. No demolition permits shall be issued for local landmarks or
properties within designated historic districts prior to the commission,
or the City Council upon appeal, issuing a certificate of economic
hardship, excluding the circumstances described in Section 14.01.090
of this chapter.

B. Criteria for demolition request. The commission shall request and
receive from the applicant all information it deems necessary to
adequately consider the demolition of a designated property. This may
include, but is not limited to, the following:

1. A report from a licensed engineer or architect with experience in
rehabilitation as to the structural soundness of the building(s) on
the property, their suitability for rehabilitation, and possible new
uses for the property; and

2. The assessed value of the land and improvements thereon
according to the two most recent assessments; and

3. The real estate taxes paid during the previous two years; and

4. All appraisals obtained by the owner or applicant in connection
with his purchase, financing or ownership of the property; and

5. Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked and offers
received, if any; and

6. All building, fire and housing code violations which have been listed
on the property for the past two years; and

7. Any federal, state or local citation(s) which have determined the
building to be a nuisance under applicable law; and

8. Estimated market value of the property after completion of the
proposed demolition and after renovation of the existing property
for reuse; and

9. If the property is income-producing;
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14.01.080. Appeal of commission's decision on demolition. [Ord.
No. 2019-02 § 4]

a. Annual gross income from the property for the previous two
years; and

b. Itemized operating and maintenance expenses for the previous
two years; and

c. Annual cash flow, if any, for the previous two years; and

d. Proof that efforts have been made by the owner to obtain a
reasonable return on his investment.

C. Notification of proposed demolition. The commission agenda shall be
posted on the first floor City hall bulletin board used for such purposes
no less than one business day prior to the scheduled time of the meeting
and shall serve as notice to the general public of the pending meeting.

D. Commission review process. The commission shall review all the
evidence and information submitted by the applicant and receive
testimony from other interested parties. If the commission finds that
the building substantially violates the City building, fire and/or housing
codes or the property owner cannot obtain a reasonable economic
return therefrom, then the commission shall issue the demolition
permit. The commission shall act on each application within 60 days
after the receipt of a complete application.

E. Notification of determination. The commission secretary shall notify the
owner(s) of record by regular mail within 15 business days of the
commission's decision. The office of construction code enforcement
shall be notified within two business days of the commission's action. If
the certificate of economic hardship is issued, the commission secretary
shall inform the chief building official of said approval. If the certificate
of economic hardship is denied, the chief building official shall be
instructed to withhold the demolition permit pending possible appeal of
the commission's determination.

Notified parties will be informed of their right to appeal the
commission's decision.

A. Application to appeal. The owner may appeal the commission's
determination regarding a proposed demolition of a local landmark. A
written appeal must be submitted to the City Clerk's office within 30
calendar days of the commission's decision.

B. Appeal fee. A fee of $75 shall be paid by the petitioner to the City Clerk
at the time of filing a written appeal.

C. Notification of appeal. The City Clerk shall notify the commission
secretary within three business days of the filing of a written appeal.
The commission secretary shall inform the office of construction code
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14.01.090. Exclusions. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

A designated property may be altered, relocated, demolished or secured
and maintained under the following circumstances and shall not be subject
to any of the terms of this chapter.

enforcement of the pending appeal and instruct the chief building
official to withhold the demolition permit until the City Council has
ruled on same. The commission secretary shall also inform the owner(s)
of record of the subject property of the date, time and location of the
City Council meeting scheduled to hear the appeal. The City Council
agenda shall serve as notice to the general public of the appeal and
shall be posted on the first floor City hall bulletin board used for such
purposes no less than one calendar day prior to the scheduled time of
the meeting.

D. Review process. The City Council, within 30 calendar days of the filing
of a written appeal or at a later time at the request of the petitioner,
shall either accept or reject the commission's determination. In
considering the commission's determination, the City Council may
receive and review all relevant information, testimony and/or evidence
submitted for its consideration, including that reviewed by the
commission, and any additional material.

E. Notification of decision. The owner(s) of record shall be notified by
regular mail of the City Council's decision within 15 business days. The
office of construction code enforcement shall be notified within two
business days of the City Council's decision. The publishing of the City
Council meeting minutes shall serve as notice to the general public. The
City Council's decision shall be the final City action.

A. Certificate of public hazard. If emergency circumstances affect a
designated property which requires immediate relief, including
demolition, the fire marshal and chief building official shall certify that
such conditions exist and said conditions shall be eliminated as quickly
as is practicable. Emergencies are defined as life or health-threatening
conditions requiring immediate attention. A certificate of public hazard
may be issued after the fact documenting the reasons for loss of the
designated property. This section shall apply only in cases where it is
impractical for the commission to consider a certificate of economic
hardship prior to demolition.

B. Conflict with other regulations. The clauses and sections in other City
Council-adopted codes and regulations which address life-safety, fire
safety and legal nuisances, shall be excluded from the standards and
provisions herein. In the event the City's legal, fire, housing or building
officials determine that a structure or portion thereof is a life-safety
hazard, a fire safety hazard or a nuisance, the fire, housing and building
codes shall supersede this chapter.
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14.01.100. Historic structure demolition review process. [Ord. No.
2019-02 § 4]

C. Ordinary repair and maintenance. This chapter is not meant to prevent
ordinary repair and maintenance activities of private property not
requiring a building or sign permit.

A. If the owner(s) of record or agent applies for a demolition permit to a
building or structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
which to date has not been designated as a local landmark, the office of
construction code enforcement shall not issue the permit but instead
shall direct the applicant to the commission secretary. Once the office of
construction code enforcement refers the matter to the commission
secretary, all demolition activity shall stop, if started, until after the
commission or the City Council acts on the matter. The commission
secretary shall place the demolition request on the agenda for the
commission's next meeting.

B. In making its determination on whether to recommend continuance of
the demolition stoppage and consideration by the City Council for
designation as a local landmark, the commission shall consider the
criteria as stated in Section 14.01.070B of this chapter. The
commission, by a three-fourths vote of its members present may
request the City Council to review a proposed demolition permit for a
structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places which has
not, to date, been designated as a local landmark. In the event the
commission votes to delay demolition, the commission shall have staff
prepare an individual property nomination for designation as a local
landmark as outlined in Section 14.01.040. Said nomination shall be
considered by the commission in a timely manner.

In the event the commission vote to nominate the property as a local
landmark fails, the demolition permit may be issued and the matter
does not proceed to the City Council.

In the event the commission votes first to delay demolition and then
to nominate the property for designation as a local landmark, the
commission shall submit written documentation to the City Council that
the building is presently on the National Register of Historic Places,
that the criteria for designation as a local landmark as listed in Section
14.01.040 have been met and that the provisions of Section 14.01.090
of the chapter are not applicable, as well as forward any application
material submitted by the petitioner or prepared by staff relevant to
either the demolition request or the landmark nomination.

C. The City Council shall give appropriate notice that a public hearing will
be held on the demolition application and nomination for landmark
designation.

At the public hearing, the City Council shall hear all written and oral
statements of the interested parties. The City Council shall base its
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14.01.110. Penalty. [Ord. No. 2019-02 § 4]

decision on all relevant evidence presented at the public hearing,
including whether Section 14.01.090 of the chapter is applicable.

The City Council shall determine by a majority of the entire Council
either to allow the structure to be demolished or to approve the
structure for local landmark status. If the local landmark status is
approved the owner shall not be issued a demolition permit by the City.

Every effort shall be made by all parties to complete the designation
process in the most timely fashion. The City Council shall act either
allowing the structure to be demolished or designating it a local
landmark within 120 days from the date of the commission's first public
hearing.

A. In the event work is being performed without the required certificate of
appropriateness or the certificate of economic hardship, the
commission or the commission secretary shall ask that a stop work
order be issued. In the event work is being performed which is not in
accordance with its certificate of appropriateness, the commission shall
also ask that a stop work order be issued. In addition to other penalties
and remedies, the City shall issue a stop work order, and all work shall
cease on the designated property. No additional work shall be
undertaken as long as such stop work order is in effect.

B. In the event work has been completed without the required certificate
of appropriateness or certificate of economic hardship, the owner, the
tenant, if a participating party to said work, and the person(s)
performing such work shall be guilty of a misdemeanor or municipal
infraction. Every day each such violation shall continue to exist shall
constitute a separate violation.

C. Enforcement. The City's director of community and economic
development department, or his/her designee, shall be responsible for
the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.
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