
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEETING

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2018; 5:00 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 226 WEST 4TH STREET DAVENPORT, IOWA 52801

I. Call to Order

II. Secretary's Report

A. Approval of the September 24, 2018 Design Review Board minutes.

III. Old Business

IV. New Business

A. Case DR18-20: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design Overlay
District –  218 Iowa Street.  One projecting wall sign and three painted wall signs. 
Randy and Mary McDonald, petitioner. [Ward 3]

B. Case No. DR18-21: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design
Overlay District –  221 East 2nd Street.  Remove exterior metal cladding, repair or
replace masonry where needed, replace glass storefront and replace upper windows. 
Scott Ryder, petitioner. [Ward 3]

C. Case No. DR18-22: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design
Overlay District –  418 East 2nd Street.  Install new fencing.  Tara Elkins, petitioner.
[Ward 3]

V. General Discussion

A. Discussion regarding freestanding sign concept at the Freight House located at 421
West River Drive.

VI. Public Comment

VII. Adjournment

VIII. Next Board Meeting:

A. November 26, 2018



City of Davenport
Design Review Board

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 10/22/2018

Subject:
Approval of the September 24, 2018 Design Review Board minutes.

Recommendation:
Approve the minutes.
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Minutes

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Rusnak, Ryan Approved 10/17/2018 - 4:10 PM



DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MINUTES

CITY OF DAVENPORT, IOWA

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2018; 5:00 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 226 WEST 4TH STREET DAVENPORT, IOWA 52801

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at approximately 5:00 pm with the following present:
 
Board members present:Davidson, Howell, Kvapil, Maness, Wilkinson and Young.
Board members excused: Lundgren, Nix, Rashid, Quijas and Slobojan.
 
City staff present: Rusnak.

A. Consideration of the August 27, 2018 meeting minutes.

Motion by Maness, second by Howell to approve the August 27, 2018 meeting Minutes. 
Vote to approve was unanimous by voice vote  (6-0).

II. Roll Call

III. Old Business

IV. New Business

A. Case DR18-19: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design Overlay
District –  418 East 2nd Street.  Repair brick veneer and replace awning.  Tara Elkins.
[Ward 3]

Rusnak summarized the staff report.  Staff recommends approval of DR18-19 in
accordance with the submitted work write up subject to the following condition:

1. That a type N mortar be used.  The preferred option would be to test the mortar and
have custom mortar mixed to match the color of the historic mortar.

 
Motion by Davidson, second by Maness to approve DR18-19 in accordance with the work
write up subject to the condition that a Type N mortar be used and that the color of the mortar
match the original mortar.  Vote to approve was unanimous by roll call (6-0).

B. Case DR18-20: Certificate of Design Approval – “RIDO” Residential Infill Design
Overlay –  304 McClellan Boulevard.  Modification to approved house plans (DR17-
32). Jason Curtis. [Ward 6]

The revised plans were presented at the meeting.  The relocation of the garage to the front
was because there would have to be extensive grading south of the house.



City of Davenport
Design Review Board

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 10/22/2018

Subject:
Case DR18-20: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design Overlay District – 
218 Iowa Street.  One projecting wall sign and three painted wall signs.  Randy and Mary
McDonald, petitioner. [Ward 3]

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of DR18-20 in accordance with submitted renderings.

Background:
It appears that the projecting wall sign is an homage to the former Emeis sign.
 
The Downtown Design Guidelines provide for painted signs on buildings.  It reads in part,
 
Painted signs, signs painted directly onto the brick surface of a building, were very common in
the 1800s and early 1900s.  Given it is a historic sign style, painted signs are more
appropriate, if used today, on a historic building.  In particular, a painted sign might be more
appropriate at a bar or an antique store attempting to create historic ambiance.  The style does
not lend itself nearly as well for the use on more contemporary structures.
 
It also reads in part,
 
Painted signs often are found on the side or upper floors of older buildings...
 
While the building is not historic, the building retains much of the 1920s building form.  It is staff's
opinion that the building would be appropriate for painted signs.
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Downtown Design Guidelines for Signage

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Rusnak, Ryan Approved 10/17/2018 - 5:11 PM
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City of Davenport
Design Review Board

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 10/22/2018

Subject:
Case No. DR18-21: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design Overlay District
–  221 East 2nd Street.  Remove exterior metal cladding, repair or replace masonry where
needed, replace glass storefront and replace upper windows.  Scott Ryder, petitioner. [Ward 3]

Recommendation:
Staff recommends the DR18-21 be limited in approval to removing the metal cladding and
repairing or replacing masonry.  The approval is subject to using a type N mortar for the masonry
repair and matching the color of the historic mortar.
 
Staff recommends the rest of the application be returned to the petitioner and resubmitted with
additional detail.

Background:
This application was received past the deadline.  It is staff's opinion that the majority of the
application is incomplete.  There is not sufficient detail on the replacement of the storefront or the
upper windows.  
 
However, there are elements of the request that should be approved, such as removing the metal
cladding and repairing or replacing masonry.
 
Notably, the property is located within Flood Zone AE, which is referred to as the 1% flood, since
its annual exceedance probability is 1%.  Substantial renovations would require the building to
achieve consistency with the City's Floodplain Protection Ordinance.
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Application

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Rusnak, Ryan Approved 10/17/2018 - 5:26 PM



**If the applicant is different from the property owner, please submit an authorization form or an 
accepted contract for purchase.  

Property Address* 
*If no property address, please submit a legal description of the property.

Applicant (Primary Contact)** 
Name: 
Company: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Phone: 
Email: 

Owner (if different from Applicant) 
Name: 
Company: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip 
Phone: 
Email: 

Engineer (if applicable) 
Name: 
Company: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip 
Phone: 
Email: 

Architect (if applicable) 
Name: 
Company 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Phone: 
Email: 

Application Form Type: 
Plan and Zoning Commission 

Rezoning (Zoning Map Amendment) 
Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment 
Right-of-way or Easement Vacation 

Final Development Plan 
Voluntary Annexation 

Subdivision 

Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Appeal from an Administrative Decision

Special Use Permit - New Cell Tower
Home Occupation Permit

Special Exception
Special Use Permit
Hardship Variance

Design Review Board 
Certificate of Design Approval 

Demolition Request in the Downtown 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Certificate of Appropriateness 

Landmark Nomination 
Demolition Request 

Administrative 
Floodplain Development 
Cell Tower Co-Location 

Identification Signs 
Site Plan 

Attorney (if applicable) 
Name: 
Company: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Phone: 
Email: 

226 West 4th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52801 

(563) 326-7765
Planning@ci.davenport.ia.us 

221 E 2nd Street, Davenport IA 52801

Scott Ryder

Davenport, IA 52801
563-505-9190
sryder@exitqc.com

EXIT Realty Fireside
4540 N Brady Street

sryder@exitqc.com



Design District: 

Downtown Design Overlay District 

Hilltop Campus Village Overlay District 

Historic Shopping District 

Residential Infill Design Overlay District 

Not sure which district you are in?  You can click here for a map of the districts or you can 
contact Community Planning and Economic Development staff at (563) 326-7765 or 
planning@ci.davenport.ia.us and we can help you.  

When is a certificate of design approval required? 
Prior to the commencement of the work.   

What type of activity requires the approval of a certificate of design approval? 

Downtown Design Overlay District: 
The construction of a building, structure, improvement or sign and which affects the exterior
appearance
Any substantial external appearance charges not requiring a building permit where changes
are visible from the public right-of-way.
Encroachments into and over the public right-of-way.
The demolition of structures.

Hilltop Campus Village Overlay District  
Alteration or the construction of a new building, structure, parking lot or fence.

Historic Shopping District 
Alteration or the construction of a new building, structure, parking lot or fence.

Residential Infill Design Overlay District 
Any new dwelling or an addition to a dwelling which is visible from a street and exceeds
twenty-five percent of the square footage of the original structure and is located within the R-
1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-5M and R-6M zoning districts (generally south of Duck Creek).

Submittal requirements 
Please contact Community Planning and Economic Development staff at (563) 326-7765 or
planning@ci.davenport.ia.us so we can help you determine what exactly is required to be

Submittal requirements for all types of requests: 

The completed application form.
A work plan that accurately and completely describes the work to be done.
Color photographs depicting the building elevations and proposed construction.

✔



Submittal requirements for specific types of requests: 

Minor alterations to existing buildings and new and replacement signs (all of the above and): 
Specifications, including dimensions, material used and color of the material.
A rendering of the proposed alteration as depicted on the existing building.
Samples of the materials, including the color, along with scaled, accurately colored elevations
for any proposed sign and/or sign package.

Minor additions, site improvements and outdoor storage areas (all of the above and): 
A dimensioned site plan, including the locations of any proposed or existing buildings on the
subject parcel and on surrounding parcels.
A preliminary grading plan showing before and after grades at two-foot contour intervals,
where deemed necessary by the development official.
Outdoor storage areas shall be reflected in the elevation drawings submitted and shall show
their relationship to the building elevations as well as the materials and treatment proposed
that would accurately reflect the screening of the storage areas.
A landscape plan.

Major additions and new buildings (all of the above and): 
Reproductions of building or site information found in the historical surveys if applicable
A verifiable legal description, or a land survey.
A map showing the existing topography of other properties at two-foot contour intervals,
extending one hundred feet from the subject parcel.
Elevation drawings, in color and drawn to scale, of the front, sides, rear, and roof lines of all
proposed buildings or structures, illustrating the appearance and treatment of required
screening elements for roof-mounted equipment, where deemed necessary by the
development official.
A materials board containing samples of each type of exterior building materials.

Formal Procedure 
(1) Application:

Prior to submission of the application, the applicant shall correspond with Planning staff to
discuss the request, potential alternatives and the process.
The submission of the application does not constitute official acceptance by the City of
Davenport.  Planning staff will review the application for completeness and notify the applicant
that the application has been accepted or additional information is required.  Inaccurate or
incomplete applications may result in delay of required public hearings.

(2) Design Review Board consideration of the request:
Only work described in the application may be approved by the Board.
The Board may continue the Certificate of Design approval until its next meeting, if it
determines there is insufficient information to make a proper judgment on the proposed
activity.  The Board shall not continue any reqest more than three regularly scheduled
consecutive meetings unless the applicant requests additional continuances.  If the
continuances are based on the applicant's failure to provide required information, the board
may make a decision on the information available, or it may return the application to the party
submitting it for future resubmission.  Notwithstanding the provisions described above and
provided the application submitted is complete, the request shall be considered approved if
the board should fail to take action within sixty days of the complete application having been
submitted.
The owner(s) of record may appeal the board's decision to the city council by filing a written
appeal with the city clerk's office within thirty calendar days of the official notification of
determination.



  
Work Plan 
 
Please describe the work being performed.  Please note that only work described in the application 
may be approved by the Board.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please see attached. 



Applicant: Date:
By typing your name, you acknowledge and agree to the aforementioned submittal requirements and formal 
procedure and that you must be present at scheduled meetings. 

Received by:     Date: 
Planning staff 

Date of the Public Meeting: 

Meetings are held in City Hall Council Chambers located at 226 West 4th Street, Davenport, Iowa. 

Scott Ryder 10/17/18

Ryan Rusnak 10/17/2018

10/22/2018



 

 
City of Davenport 

Design Review Board 
2018 Meeting Schedule 

 
All meetings to be held typically on the fourth Monday of the Month in the      

City Hall Council Chambers, at 5:00 pm  
(subject to change due to holidays and unforeseen circumstances) 

  
Submittal Deadline 

 
Meeting Date 

January 15, 2018 
 

January 22, 2018 

February 19, 2018 
 

February 26, 2018 

March 19, 2018 
 

March 26, 2018 

April 16, 2018 
 

April 23, 2018 

May 14, 2018 
 

May 21, 2018 

June 18, 2018 
 

June 25, 2018 

July 16, 2018 
 

July 23, 2018 

August 20, 2018 
 

August 27, 2018 

September 17, 2018 
 

September 24, 2018 

October 15, 2018 
 

October 22, 2018 

November 19, 2018 
 

November 26, 2018 

December 10, 2018 
 

December 17, 2018 
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City of Davenport
Design Review Board

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 10/22/2018

Subject:
Case No. DR18-22: Certificate of Design Approval – “DDOD” Downtown Design Overlay District
–  418 East 2nd Street.  Install new fencing.  Tara Elkins, petitioner. [Ward 3]

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of DR18-22 subject to the following conditions:

1. That the exterior color of the fiber cement material be black or a dark grey;
2. That the fence at the rear of the property be the same fiber cement material; and
3. That approval is secured from the proper regulatory agency as it appears the fence is being

constructed within the railroad right of way.
 

Background:
The fencing should (closely) match the Downtown color palate, which is black. 
 
It appears the fence is being constructed within the railroad right of way so approval from the proper
regulatory agency is necessary.

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Backup Material Application
Backup Material Aerial Map
Backup Material Excerpt from the Downtown Design Guidelines

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Rusnak, Ryan Approved 10/18/2018 - 1:32 PM
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City of Davenport
Design Review Board

Department:  Community Planning and Economic Development
Department
Contact Info:  Ryan Rusnak 563-888-2022
rrusnak@ci.davenport.ia.us

Date
 10/22/2018

Subject:
Discussion regarding freestanding sign concept at the Freight House located at 421 West River
Drive.
ATTACHMENTS:

Type Description
Backup Material Freestanding sign concept

REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Rusnak, Ryan Approved 10/17/2018 - 4:16 PM







City of Davenport
Design Review Board

Department:  
Contact Info:  

Date
 

Subject:
November 26, 2018
REVIEWERS:
Department Reviewer Action Date
City Clerk Rusnak, Ryan Approved 10/18/2018 - 5:01 PM
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