
City of Davenport Zoning Ordinance 
Section 17.08.050 Use Definitions 

 
Dwelling - Accessory Dwelling Unit. An additional dwelling unit associated with and incidental to a 
principal single-family dwelling on the same lot. An accessory dwelling unit must include separate 
cooking and sanitary facilities, with its own legal means of ingress and egress, and is a complete, 
separate dwelling unit. The accessory dwelling unit may be within or attached to the principal dwelling 
unit structure or within a detached accessory structure, such as a garage, and designed so that the 
appearance of the principal structure and the lot remains that of a single-family dwelling. 
 
Dwelling - Manufactured Home. A manufactured home dwelling is a prefabricated structure that is 
regulated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), via the Federal National 
Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, rather than local building codes. 
A manufactured home is built in a factory on an attached chassis before being transported to a site. 
Manufactured homes include those transportable factory built housing units built prior to the Federal 
National Manufactured Housing and Safety Standards Act (HUD Code), also known as mobile homes. 
Modular homes are not considered manufactured homes, and refer to a method of construction. When 
a manufactured home meets all the requirements for a single-family dwelling, including the definition of 
a dwelling unit, and is located and installed to the same standards as a single-family dwelling, such 
manufactured home is considered a single-family dwelling, subject to any additional requirements or 
specific exceptions of Iowa State Code Section 414.28. 
 
Dwelling - Multi-Family. A structure containing three or more attached dwelling units used for 
residential occupancy. A multi-family dwelling does not include a three-family or townhouse dwelling. In 
cases where dwelling units are located above the ground floor of a commercial building, one or more 
dwelling units for residential occupancy shall be permissible. 
 
Dwelling - Townhouse. A structure consisting of three or more dwelling units, the interior of which is 
configured in a manner such that the dwelling units are separated by a party wall. A townhouse is 
typically designed so that each unit has a separate exterior entrance and yard areas. A townhouse 
dwelling does not include a multi-family dwelling. 
 
Dwelling - Single-Family. A structure containing only one dwelling unit on a single lot. When a 
manufactured home meets all the requirements for a single-family dwelling, including the definition of a 
dwelling unit, and is located and installed to the same standards as a single-family dwelling, such 
manufactured home is considered a single-family dwelling, subject to any additional requirements or 
specific exceptions of Iowa State Code Section 414.28. 
 
Dwelling - Single-Family Semi-Detached. A structure containing two dwelling units on a single lot 
attached by a party wall, which is located on an interior side lot line, with each dwelling unit located on 
a separate lot of record. 
 
Dwelling - Two-Family. A structure containing two dwelling units on a single lot. 


